
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (July 12 - 19) 

 Today ~ 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Community Meal 
 Monday ~ 7:00 p.m. Committees 
     7:30 p.m. Council Meeting 
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   TODAY (July 12)     NEXT SUNDAY (July 19) 
 
Acolyte & Power Point: Wyatt Swenson    Domonic Neville 
 
Ushers: Jim & Linda Rhode,     Harold & Megan Goedgedrag, 
 Roger & Linda Wilkens     Daryl Niemeyer 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The July, August, and September Noisy Offering will be going to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

 

Generous Reflections:  Only with God’s strength, can we deny self, 
do his will, and follow him. 

“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 
16:24) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored in memory of Doris Schei given by Jim 
and family. 
  

5 dates still available for 2020, only $80.00 to sponsor. 
 

Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 
1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 
Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 



JULY 12, 2020                         6th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We 
fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, 
and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are 
forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:                           ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST        SONG LEADERS 
1. Almighty God, your word is cast like seed into the ground; now let the dew of heaven 

descend and righteous fruits abound.  
 

2. Let not the sly satanic foe this holy seed remove; but give it root in every heart to bring 
forth fruits of love.  

 

3. Let not the world’s deceitful cares the rising plant destroy; but let it yield a hundredfold 
the fruits of peace and joy.  

 

4. So when the precious seed is sown, life giving grace bestow; that all whose souls the 
truth receive its saving power may know.  

 

GREETING                                                                                              SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                      SONG LEADERS 
1. Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear your living word; 

it saves us from despair.  
 

2. Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. Pour out your grace and make us 
whole that new life may begin.  

 
 
 

3. Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your saving power; 
create in us new hearts!  

 

THIS IS THE FEAST:                                                                                       SONG LEADERS 
1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; ten thousand thousand 

are their tongues, but all their joys are one.  
 

2. “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “To be exalted thus!” “Worthy the Lamb”, our 
lips reply, “For he was slain for us!” 

 

3. Jesus is worthy to receive: honor and power divine; and blessings more than we can give 
be Lord forever thine.  

 

4. Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name; of God who sits upon the throne and 
to adore the Lamb.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 55:10-13 
 10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread 
for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but 
will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in 
joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the 
trees of the field will clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn bush will grow the juniper, and 
instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an everlasting 
sign, that will endure forever.”  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 65:[1-8] 9-13 
1 Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled. 2 You who answer 

prayer, to you all people will come. 3 When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our 
transgressions. 4 Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts! We are filled 
with the good things of your house, of your holy temple. 5 You answer us with awesome and 
righteous deeds, God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas, 
6 who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength, 7 who stilled 
the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations. 8 The whole 
earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you call 
forth songs of joy. 9 You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of 
God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so you have ordained it. 10 You 
drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 11 You 
crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance. 12 The grasslands of 



the wilderness overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. 13 The meadows are covered with 
flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain; they shout for joy and sing. 
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:1-11 
 8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and 
death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin 
in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do 
not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 Those who live according to the flesh 
have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit 
have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the 
mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the 
flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of 
the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is 
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit 
of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.  The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                  SONG LEADERS 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving Word. Let it burn like fire within us; 
speak until are hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord we sing, for the good news that you bring.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:1-23 
 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 
root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”  

10Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11He 
answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given. 12For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 13The 
reason I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not 
listen, nor do they understand.’ 14With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says: 

‘You will indeed listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 15For 
this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their 
eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with 
their heart and turn— and I would heal them.’ 16But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your 
ears, for they hear. 17Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you 
see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.  

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE SONG LEADERS 
1. Lord whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need; who upon the cross 

forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed. We your servants bring the worship not of 
voice alone but heart; consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.  
 

2. Still your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread; still the captives long 
for freedom, still in grief we mourn our dead. As you Lord in deep compassion healed the 
sick and freed the soul; by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.  

 

3. As we worship grant us vision till your love’s revealing light; in its height and depth and 
greatness dawns upon our quickened sight; making known the needs and burdens your 
compassion bids us bear, stirring us to ardent service your abundant life to share.  

 

4. Called by worship to your service forth in your dear name we go; to the child, the youth, 
the aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, 
aid, and peace we give; that your servants Lord in freedom may your mercy know and 
live.  

 

APOSTLES CREED                                                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  



 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                             SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                 SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 And now, may the Lord agitate you. May the Lord keep before you the faces of the 
hungry, the lonely, the rejected and the despised. May the Lord distress you with pain for the 
hurt, the wounded, the oppressed, the abused, the victims of violence. May God grace you with 
an unquenchable thirst, a burning thirst for justice and righteousness. 

May the Lord give you courage and strength and compassion to make ours a better world, 
to make your community a better community, to make your church a better church. May you do 
your best to make it so; and after you have done your best, may the Lord grant you peace; in the 
name of the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN:                     ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN       SONG LEADERS 

1. On what has now been sown your blessings Lord bestow; the power is yours alone to 
make it sprout and grow. O Lord in grace, the harvest raise and yours alone shall be the 
praise! 

 
2. To your our wants are known, from you are all our powers; accept what is your own and 

pardon what is ours. Our praises Lord, and prayers receive and to your word a blessing 
give.  

 
3. Oh, grant that each of us, now met before you here, may meet together thus when you 

and yours appear; and follow you, to heaven our home even so Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 
 
DISMISSAL:   
Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. OK, WE WILL! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


