
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (May 9 - 16) 

 Today ~ 10:00 a.m. Coffee 
  7:00 p.m. Tri-Community AA Meeting in Conference Room-Upper Parish Hall 
 Monday ~ 7:00 p.m. Committeess 
     7:30 p.m. Council Meeting 
 Tuesday ~ 1:00 p.m. Quilting  
 Wednesday ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 
 Friday ~ 4:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal 
 Saturday ~ 3:00 p.m. Kleene/Montemayor Wedding 
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
   10:00 a.m. Coffee 
   7:00 p.m. Tri-Community AA Meeting in Conference Room in Upper Parish Hall 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   SUNDAY (May 9)     NEXT SUNDAY (May 16) 
Acolyte:  Summer Kabisch     Greta Meyer 
PowerPoint:  Breanna Dirksen     Maggie Jaenisch 
Lay Reader:  Gary Meyer      Laurie Dieken 
Ushers:  Rod and Patty Rand     Rod and Patty Rand   
Communion Helper:  Patty Rand     Patty Rand 
Coffee Servers:  Daryl Niemeyer, Phyllis Rand   Roger and Linda Wilkens 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The April, May, and June Noisy Offering will be going to Companions Synod in South Africa. 

Generous Reflections:  Christ’s love shown on the cross enables us to 
do good works. 

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by 
his wounds we are healed”  (Isaiah 53:5). 

 

 

 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 
 

 
 
Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored by Stan and Virgene Meyer. 
 

Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, 
and AM 1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 
Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 
 



MAY 9, 2021                         Sixth Sunday of Easter 
WELCOM/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.  Let us give thanks for 
the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, o God, for in the beginning you created us in your image, 

 and planted us in a well-watered garden.   
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,  

and you gave us water from the rock.   
When we did not know the way,  

you sent the good shepherd to lead us to still waters.   
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day,  

you shower us again with the waters of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water,  

for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.   
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.  Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can 
give. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 
 Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN:                     LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING_____________ 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down! Fix in us thy humble 
dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love 
thou art; visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.  
 

2. Breath oh breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; let us all in thee inherit, let us 
find thy promised rest. Take away the love of sinning, Alpha and Omega be; end of faith as its 
beginning, set our hearts at liberty.  
 

3. Come Almighty to deliver, let us all they life receive; suddenly return and never, never more 
thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing, till in heaven we take our place, till we 
cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

4. Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; let us see thy great salvation, 
perfectly restored in thee! Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place; till 
we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise!  
 

GREETING 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
  

THIS IS THE FEAST:                                                                                                               PG. 140 
(Refrain) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
(Refrain) 

 

2. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. (Refrain) 
 

3. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: blessing, honor, 
glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain) 

 

4. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. (Refrain) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.  Pour into 
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

CHILDRENS SERMON 
FIRST READING:  ACTS 10:44-48 
 44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they invited him to stay for several days.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 98 
1 O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
    His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. 
2 The LORD has made known his victory; 
    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
    All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing together for joy 



9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. 
    He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 5:1-6 
 5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 
testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    PG. 142 
 Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
Alleluia!   
 

The holy gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: JOHN 15:9-17 
 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to 
you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY:                 O CHRIST YOUR HEART COMPASSIONATE___             _ 
1. O Christ your heart compassionate bore every human pain. Its beating was the pulse of God, 
its breadth God’s vast domain. The heart of God, the heart of Christ combined in perfect 
rhyme; to write God’s love in human deeds, eternity in time.  
 

2. As once you welcomed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind; so may all bruised and 
broken lives through us your help still find. Lord join our hearts with those who weep that none 
may weep alone; and help us bear another’s pain as though it were our own.  
 

3. O Christ create new hearts in us that beat in time with yours; that joined by faith with your 
great heart, become love’s open doors. We are your body, risen Christ, our hearts, our hands 
we yield; that through our life and ministry your love may be revealed.  

4. O Love that made the distant stars yet marks the sparrow’s fall; whose arms stretched wide 
upon a cross embrace and bear us all; come make your church a servant church that walks 
your servant ways; whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sacrifice of praise!  
 

GRADUATE RECOGINTION & BLESSING 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 Lord in your mercy…hear our prayer. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION        GRAPE JUICE & GLUTEN FREE WAFERS AVAILABLE 
HYMN:                                       THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION____________________ 
1. The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; she is his new creation by water and 
the word. From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride; with his own blood he 
bought her and for her life he died.  
 

2. Elect from every nation yet one o’er all the earth, her charter of salvation: one Lord, one 
faith, one birth; one holy food she blesses, partake one holy food; and to one hope she presses 
with every grace endued.  
 

3. Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed; by schisms rent asunder, by 
heresies distressed; yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”; and soon 
the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.  



4. Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation of peace 
forevermore; till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest; and the great church 
victorious shall be the church at rest.  
 

5. Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion with 
those whose rest is won. Oh blessed heavenly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace; that we like 
saints before us may see you face to face.  
 

SHINE JESUS SHINE 
(Refrain) Shine, Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit blaze, set our 
hearts on fire. Flow, river flow, flood that nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light! 
 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining; Jesus, light of the 
world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us. Shine on me, shine on me. 
(Refrain) 
 

2. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness, every changing from 
glory, mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. Shine on me, shine on me; (Refrain).  
                              

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.  Send 
us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING 
BLESSING 
 May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. And now may our 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:        _THE LORD NOW SENDS US FORTH__________________ 
The Lord now sends us forth, with hands to serve and give, to make of all the earth a 

better place to live. (Repeat 1x) 
The angels are not sent into our world our pain, to do what we were meant to do in 

Jesus’ name; that falls to you and me and all who are made free, help us, O Lord, we pray, to 
do your will today! (Repeat 1x) 

(REPEAT ENTIRE SONG) 
 

DISMISSAL:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  You are the body of 
Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace.  Share the good news.  OK WE WILL!!! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
TODAY!! Graduation Sunday.  Cake & refreshments to follow in fellowship hall.  
 

MACCRAY Baccalaureate Service will be held at Bethany Reformed Church in Clara City on 
Wednesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m.  Per the Senior Class choice; masks are not required, but you may 
choose to wear one if you wish.  Every other pew will be roped off in the sanctuary as well.  The 
service will also be broadcasted on Facebook for those that choose not to attend in person.  You will 
find it by logging into Facebook and searching for Bethany Church, Clara City.  Senior Class 
Students should dress semi formal “Church attire” No cap and gown. 
 
Memorial Day Drive through Dinner Monday, May 31 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Crow 
River Lutheran Church in Belgrade.  Serving: Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Cole Slaw, 
Vegetables, Dinner Roll and Dessert.  Adults $10.00, 12 and under $5.00 
 
The Congregational Life Committee are planning their annual Stingers Event this summer.  It will be 
held on Wednesday, June 9th, 2021.  The tickets will be $13.00 (the 
committee is covering the rest) which includes the pregame picnic with all 
the brats, hot dogs, burgers, chips, pop and water you would like as well as 
discounted beer prices; PLUS a game ticket.  What a fantastic deal…semi-
pro baseball game and supper for $13!  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
church office.  You MUST pay when you sign up.  You may give your money or sign up as well with 
any of the committee members: Carissa Pederson, Cindy VanDerPol, Sara Sabe or Michele Shubert.  
If you have any questions, please call Michele Shubert at 320-212-1230 
 

 
Green Lake Bible Camp registration opened on January 25, 2021. You may pick up a 
brochure in the office or back of the church if interested. 
 
 

 
 

Graduation Class of 2021 
 

MORGAN ESSENDRUP, daughter of Jim and LeAnn Essendrup 
BRADY KIENITZ, son of Wendell and Kelli Kienitz 

JOHNATHAN KRUGER, son of LuAnn Kruger 
EMMA RAND, daughter of Keith and Sarah Rand 

ASHLYN SCHMIDT, daughter of Michael and Bobbie Schmidt 
MCKENZIE SWEEP, daughter of Duane Sweep and the late Judy Kruse 

KENNEDY TATGE, daughter of Malinda Klaassen 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL – GOD’S BLESSING TO YOU ALWAYS!! 


