
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (July 26 – August 2) 

 Thursday ~ 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Open House Bridal Shower for Lacey Schipnewski 
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   TODAY (July 26)     NEXT SUNDAY (August 2) 
Acolyte & Power Point: Jase Dirksen    Emersen Tatge 
 
Ushers: Ken & Jan Beyerl, 
 Kathy Speiser 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The July, August, and September Noisy Offering will be going to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

 

Generous Reflections:  Idolatry is putting someone or 
something before God. 
 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength”  
(Mark 12:30). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored in memory of Fran and Ardie Menking 
given by their children. 
  

3 dates left for 2020, only $80.00 to sponsor. 
(Dates available: October 18, November 15, December 13) 

 
Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 



JULY 26, 2020                                                              8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                            SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, 
word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 
lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are 
forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:                               DEAREST JESUS, AT YOUR WORD        SONG LEADERS 
1. Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you; let our thoughts and 

hearts be stirred and in glowing faith be near you. As the promises here given, draw 
us wholly up to heaven.  

 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight, lie in deepest darkness shrouded; till your Spirit 
breaks the night, filling us with light unclouded. All good thought and all good living 
come but by your gracious giving.  

 

3. Radiance of God’s glory bright, Light of Light from God proceeding; Jesus send your 
blessed light, help our hearing, speaking, heeding; that our prayers and songs may 
please you as with grateful hearts we praise you.  

 

4. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration! Grant us what we need the 
most, all your gospel’s consolation; while we here on earth await you, till in heaven 
with praise we greet you.  

 

GREETING                                                                                        SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                SONG LEADERS 
1. Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear your living 

word; it saves us from despair.  

2. Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. Pour out your grace and make us 
whole that new life may begin.  

 

3. Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your saving 
power; create in us new hearts!  

 

THIS IS THE FEAST:                                                                                SONG LEADERS 
1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; ten thousand 

thousand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.  
 

2. “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “To be exalted thus!” “Worthy the Lamb”, 
our lips reply, “For he was slain for us!” 

 

3. Jesus is worthy to receive: honor and power divine; and blessings more than we can 
give be Lord forever thine.  

 

4. Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name; of God who sits upon the throne 
and to adore the Lamb.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring 
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.  By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 

FIRST READING:  1 KINGS 3:5-12 
 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God 
said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 6 Solomon answered, “You have shown 
great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous 
and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne this very day. 7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry 
out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too 
numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people 
and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of 
yours?” 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, 
“Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for 
the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you 
have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been 
anyone like you, nor will there ever be.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 119:129-136 
129 Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey them. 130 The unfolding of your words gives 
light; it gives understanding to the simple. 131 I open my mouth and pant, longing for your 



commands. 132 Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love your 
name. 133 Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me. 134 Redeem me 
from human oppression, that I may obey your precepts. 135 Make your face shine on your 
servant and teach me your decrees. 136 Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law is 
not obeyed. 

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:26-39 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the will of God. 28 And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also 
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 31 What, then, 
shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake 
we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to 
God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                              SONG LEADERS 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving Word. Let it burn like fire within 
us; speak until are hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord we sing, for the good news that you 
bring.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:44-52 
 44 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and 
bought it. 47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake 

and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then 
they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it 
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they 
replied. 52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in 
the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old.” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                         YOU ARE MINE                  SONG LEADERS 
1. “I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. You will hear my 

voice, I claim you as my choice. Be still and know I am here.” 
 

2. “I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. In the shadows 
of the night, I will be your light. Come and rest in me.”  

 

(Refrain) “Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. Come and 
follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.”  
 

3. “I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. All the 
blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name.” (Refrain) 

 

4. “I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. I will 
call your name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk and live!” (Refrain)  

 

APOSTLES CREED                                                                           SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                       SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                             SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 



BLESSING 
 And now, may the Lord agitate you. May the Lord keep before you the faces of the 
hungry, the lonely, the rejected and the despised. May the Lord distress you with pain for the 
hurt, the wounded, the oppressed, the abused, the victims of violence. May God grace you 
with an unquenchable thirst, a burning thirst for justice and righteousness. 

May the Lord give you courage and strength and compassion to make ours a better 
world, to make your community a better community, to make your church a better church. 
May you do your best to make it so; and after you have done your best, may the Lord grant 
you peace; in the name of the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
SENDING HYMN:                  O LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN   SONG LEADERS 

1. O living bread from heaven, how well your feed your guest! The gifts that you have 
given, have filled my heart with rest. O wondrous food of blessing! O cup that heals 
our woes! My heart this gift possessing, in thankful song o’er flows.  
 

2. My Savior you have led me within your holiest place; and here yourself have fed me 
with treasures of your grace; for you have freely given what earth could never buy; 
the bread of life from heaven that now I shall not die.  

 
3. You gave me all I wanted, this food can death destroy. And you have freely granted 

the cup of endless joy. My Lord I do not merit the favor you have shown; and all my 
soul and spirit bow down before your throne.  

 
4. Oh grant me then well strengthened with heavenly food while here; my course on 

earth is lengthened to serve you free from free; and bring me home to praise you 
where none can peace destroy; where I will ever raise you, glad songs in endless joy.  

 
DISMISSAL:   
Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. OK, WE WILL! 
 

 
 


