
.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (November 8 - 15) 

Today~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

             10:00 a.m. Sunday school    

             7:00 p.m. A.A meeting in conference room     

 Monday ~ 7:00 p.m. Committees 

     7:30 p.m. Council Meeting  

 Tuesday ~ 1:00 p.m. Quilting 

     7:00 p.m. N.A. meeting in conference room  

 Wednesday ~ Office Closed for Veterans Day 

          6:30 p.m. Confirmation  

 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

    10:00 a.m. Sunday school 

    7:00 p.m. A.A. meeting in conference room 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   TODAY (November 8)     NEXT SUNDAY (November 15) 

Acolyte:  Sawyer Janssen      Summer Kabisch 

PowerPoint: Peyton Schlaagel     Breanna Dirksen 

Lay Reader: Gary Meyer      Laurie Dieken 

Ushers: Rob & Barb Miller     Gary & Cindy Meyer 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 

him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 

times.  Please call… 

The October, November and December Noisy Offering will be going to the Chippewa county food 

shelf 

Generous Reflections: As God’s stewards, we know that what we are 

and have are by God’s grace. 

 

“What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did receive it, 

why do you boast as though you did not?”  (1 Corinthians 4:7). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               

PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 

Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 

Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 

Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored in loving memory of Kathy Niemeyer 

given by Daryl, Joel, Amy, Arielle and Isabelle. 

  

Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 

 



NOVEMBER 8, 2020                                                 23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 

calls us beloved.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you.  We are not faithful in using your gifts.  

We forget the least of our siblings.  We do not see your beautiful image in one another.  We are 

infected by sin that divides your beloved community.  Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes 

to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.  Amen. 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  Through + 

Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us live in 

the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                           O GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST            SONG LEADERS 

1. O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come; our shelter from the stormy blast 

and our eternal home.  
 

2. Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure; sufficient is your arm alone 

and our defense is sure.  
 

3. Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame; from everlasting you are God to 

endless years the same.  
 

4. A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone; short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun.  
 

5. Time like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; they fly forgotten as a dream, dies 

at the op’ning day.  
 

6. O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come; still be our guard while troubles last 

and our eternal home.  
 

GREETING                                                                                                     SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                     SONG LEADERS 

(Refrain) Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day.  
 

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, 

for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live 

out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

3. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, 

for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 

4. For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish 

our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain)  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:                                       SHOUT TO THE LORD               SONG LEADERS 

 My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. All of my days I want to praise the 

wonders of your mighty love. My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; let every breath, 

all that I am never cease to worship you.  

 Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King. Mountains 

bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 

forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.  

(Repeat 1x) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen.  
 

FIRST READING: AMOS 5:18-24 

 18 Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? 

That day will be darkness, not light. 19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, 

as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. 20 Will 

not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 21 “I hate, I 

despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. 22 Even though you bring me 

burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship 

offerings, I will have no regard for them. 23 Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the 

music of your harps. 24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 70 

 1 Hasten, O God, to save me; come quickly, LORD, to help me. 2 May those who want to take 

my life be put to shame and confusion; may all who desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace. 3 May 

those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” turn back because of their shame. 4 But may all who seek you 

rejoice and be glad in you; may those who long for your saving help always say, “The LORD is 

great!” 5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O God. You are my help and my 

deliverer; LORD, do not delay. 

  

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 

 13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 

death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 

asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left 



until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord 

himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with 

the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and 

are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.  The word of the 

Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    SONG LEADERS 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia, 

alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 25:1-13 

Jesus said, “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The 

foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in 

jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy 

and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us 

some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us 

and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were on 

their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the 

wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, 

‘open the door for us!’ 12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 13 “Therefore keep 

watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                        REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS       SONG LEADERS 

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is advancing and darker 

night is near. The bride-groom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. Up, pray and watch and 

wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.  
 

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bride-groom near; go forth as he approaches with 

alleluias clear. The marriage feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand. Arise O heirs of 

glory; the bride-groom is at hand.  
 

3. The saints who here in patience their cross and sufferings bore; shall live and reign forever 

when sorrow is no more. Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; in triumph 

cast before him their diadems of gold.  
 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear. Arise, O Sun so longed for o’er this 

benighted sphere. With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead O Lord to see; the day of earth’s 

redemption that sets your people free!  

 

 

NICENE CREED                                                                                              SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who have spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sin. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                    SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                          SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

 May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen.   
 

SENDING HYMN:               GO MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING       SONG LEADERS 

1. “Go my children with my blessing never alone. Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my 

own. In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go my children with my 

blessing you are my own.  
 

2. “Go my children sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Here you learned how much I love you, 

what I can cure. Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him saw his glory. Go 

my children sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

3. “Go my children fed and nourished, closer to me. Grow in love and love by serving, joyful 

and free. Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. Go my 

children fed and nourished, joyful and free.”  
 

DISMISSAL:  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  OK, WE WILL! 

 

 

 
 



The Church office will be closed on Wednesday, November 11th for Veterans Day. 

 
 

Attention Quilters!!!  Quilting will start up again this Tuesday, November 10th.  We will 

meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. 

 
 

Once again, the Clara City Ministerial Association will be giving out Thanksgiving 

baskets and collecting items for the local food shelf.  Items for the Thanksgiving baskets 

must be donated by November 15th and are to be dropped off at your local church in the box 

provided.  We are requesting, but not limiting the donated items to: stuffing, potato’s, 

evaporated milk, jello, and the following canned items; gravy, vegetables, cranberries, 

pumpkin, and beans. 

 
 

Due to COVID-19; it is with great sadness to announce that the Thanksgiving Day 

Community Dinner will NOT be held at the Clara City Community Center this year.  

We are planning to continue the “Thanksgiving Day” Community Dinner in 2021.  Dean & 

Judy Gosseling; Sue Jenson 

 
 

 

Please join us for our Thanksgiving Eve Service with Communion on 

Wednesday, November 25th at 7:00 p.m.  

  

The office will be closed on Thursday, November 26th for Thanksgiving and 

also Friday, November 27th.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving 

 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS DAY is coming Saturday, November 28th! 

It is hard to believe but the season of Advent, preparing for our Lord, is coming 

the end of this month.  That being said, it will be the time to decorate Immanuel 

into its Christmas Season finery.  Everyone is invited to come help decorate on 

Saturday morning, November 30th, starting around 9 a.m.  

 
 

Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers 

are available to have a friendly chat!  The Conversational Phone Line for Seniors and 

Persons with Disabilities is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  1-866-777-

0250. CarrisHealth CentraCare with support from the Willmar Area Community Foundation. 
 

The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third 

Monday of every month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, 

we have been meeting virtually every Monday via ZOOM platform.  Anyone who is affected 

by Parkinson’s Disease, or would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend our virtual 

meetings!  To learn more about this group and/or obtain log in information, please contact 

Lori Petersen at 320-321-8241 or 320-226-2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored 

by CCM Health in Montevideo. 


