
.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (November 29 – December 6) 

Today~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
             10:00 a.m. Virtual Sunday school    
             7:00 p.m. A.A meeting in conference room     

 Tuesday ~ 7:00 p.m. N.A. meeting in conference room  
 Wednesday ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation on Zoom  
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
    10:00 a.m. Virtual Sunday school 
    7:00 p.m. A.A. meeting in conference room 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   TODAY (November 29)     NEXT SUNDAY (December 6) 
Acolyte:  Domonic Neville      Emersen Tatge 
PowerPoint: Sam Miller      Peyton Schlaagel 
Lay Reader: Michele Shubert     Ken Beyerl 
Ushers: Michelle Jaenisch      Jase Dirksen, Keegan Rand 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The October, November and December Noisy Offering will be going to the Chippewa county food 
shelf 

Generous Reflections: Jesus spent more time teaching about money and 
possessions than he did on prayer, faith, or heaven. 
 
Jesus said, “So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with true riches?”  (Luke 16:11). 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                         

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored by Allen and Sharon Satre in honor of 
their 59th Wedding Anniversary. 
  
Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 



NOVEMBER 29, 2020                                                       1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 
steadfast love endures forever.    Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin.  In spite of our best 
efforts, we have gone astray.  We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake us up and turn us from our sin.  
Renew us each day in the light of Christ.  Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 
are free-free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.  May you be 
strengthened in God’s love, + comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH & HYMN:    O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL    
SONG LEADERS 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you O Israel! 

 

2. O come, O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: in strength and 
beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 
shall come to you O Israel! 

 

3. O Come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height; in ancient times you 
gave the law, in cloud and majesty and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you 
O Israel! 

 

4. O Come, O come, O Branch of Jesse, free, your own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths of 
hell your people save, and give them victory o’er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 
shall come to you O Israel! 

 

5. O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; make safe the way that 
leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to you 
O Israel!  

 

HOLDEN EVEING PRAYER/SERVICE OF LIGHT                   PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world;  
 the light no darkness can overcome.  
Stay with us now for it is evening,  
 and the day is almost over.  
Let your light scatter the darkness,  
 and shine within your people here.  
 

EVENING HYMN                                                                         PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
1. Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God’s own face, you who sing creation’s 

story, shine on every land and race. Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise our songs 
to you. God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew.  
 

2. In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, in the light of peace and 
wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms 
the weary soul. Love the bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole.  

 

3. You who made the heaven’s splendor, every dancing star of night, make us shine with gentle 
justice, let us each reflect your light. Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our 
way, Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day. 

 

EVENING THANKSGIVING                                                            PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
May God be with you all,  
 And also with you.  
Let us sing our thanks to God,  
 it is right to give God thanks and praise.  
Blessed are you….Amen.  
 

PSALMODY                                                                                       PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
(Refrain) Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, the lifting up of my hands, as an offering      

to you.  
 

1. O God I call to you, come to me now; O hear my voice when I cry to you. (Refrain) 
 

2. Keep watch within me God; deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning bright. 
(Refrain)  

 

3. All praise to the God of all Creator of life; all praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love. 
(Refrain)  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake 
at your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your 
name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you did 
awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides 
you, who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those who 



remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
transgressed. 

6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 
cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who 
calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have 
delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you 
are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not 
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. The word of the Lord.  Thanks be 
to God. 
 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned 

upon the cherubim, shine forth 2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and 
come to save us! 3Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 4O LORD God of 
hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 5You have fed them with the bread of 
tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure. 6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our 
enemies laugh among themselves. 7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be 
saved. 

17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for 
yourself. 18Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9 
 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—
 6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you 
to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. The word of the Lord.  Thanks 
be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    SONG LEADERS 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak 
until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing, for the good news that you bring.   
 

GOSPEL: MARK 13:24-37 
Jesus said, “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 

will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of 

the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when 
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:               REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS                SONG LEADERS 
1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is advancing and darker 

night is near. The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. Up, pray, and watch and 
wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.  

 

2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; go forth as he approaches with 
alleluias clear. The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. Arise, O heirs of 
glory; the bridegroom is at hand.  

 

3. The saints who here in patience their cross and sufferings bore; shall live and reign forever 
when sorrow is no more. Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; in triumph 
cast before him their diadems of gold.  

 

4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus now appear! Arise O Sun so longed for, o’er this 
benighted sphere! With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead O Lord to see; the day of earth’s 
redemption that sets your people free!  

 

THE ANNUNCIATION & MAGNIFICAT                                     PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
An angel went from God, to a town called Nazareth, to a woman whose name was Mary. The angel 
said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name 
shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I 
live to do your will.”  
 

1. My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you. You have loked with 
love on your servant here, and blessed me all my through. Great and mighty are you, O Holy 
One, strong is your kindness evermore. How you favor the weak and lowly one, humbling the 
proud of heart.  
 

2. You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, and uplifted the humble of heart, You 
have filled the hungry with wondrous things and left the wealthy no part. Great and might are 
you, O faithful One, strong is your justice strong your love. As you promised to Sarah and 



Abraham, kindness forevermore.  
 

3. My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you. You have looked 
with love on your servant here, and blessed me all my life through.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                        PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
 God of mercy, hold us in love.  
In peace, in peace, we pray to you:  
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For peace and salvation, we pray to you: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For peace between nations, for peace between peoples: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For us who are gathered to worship and praise you:  
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For all of your servants who live out your gospel: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For all those who govern, that justice might guide them: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For all those who labor in service to others: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
Grant weather that nourishes all of creation: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
For all the beloved who rest in your mercy: 
 God of mercy, hold us in love. 
Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 
 Keep us, hold us, gracious God.  
  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                          SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING                                                                                          PASTOR & SONG LEADERS 
Let us bless our God: 
 praise and thanks to you.  
May God, Creator bless us and keep us, may Christ be ever light for our lives, may the Spirit of Love 
by our guide and path, for all of our days.  
 Amen.  
 
 
 

SENDING HYMN:                                    DRAWN TO THE LIGHT                  SONG LEADERS 
1. People who walk in darkness have sought, a light in the heart of the darkest night. Just when 

thought all would be lost, we were drawn to the light of God. Dawn is in sight! Gone is the 
night, drawn to the light and the morning. Glorious and bright, Oh, what a sight to be drawn 
to the light of God.  

 

2. How can we tell a heaven from hell if everyone dwells in the dark of night? Morning dispels, 
gently compels, and we’re drawn to the light of God. Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 
drawn to the light and the morning. Glorious and bright, Oh, what a sight to be drawn to the 
light of God.  
 

3. Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, bids us 
to come! Life has begun when we’re drawn to the light of God. Dawn is in sight! Gone is the 
night, drawn to the light and the morning. Glorious and bright, Oh, what a sight to be drawn 
to the light of God.  

 

DISMISSAL:  Go in peace.  Prepare the way of the Lord.  OK, WE WILL! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Our next Community meal is next Sunday, December 6th serving from 5:00 to 6:00 
p.m.  On the menu: Mashed Potatoes, Ham, Green Bean Casserole and a Dessert.  
We will be serving to go orders in the church alley way.   Please comment on the 
Church’s Facebook page or call the office at 320-847-2138 with the number of 
meals you are wanting. 
 

 

Due to COVID, our Sunday school Christmas program has been cancelled. 
 

Mark your calendar for our upcoming Christmas Services: Christmas Eve Thursday, December 
24th: 5:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m., and 10:00 p.m. will be our candlelight service.  Christmas Day Friday, 
December 25th at 9:00 a.m.  Max 150 people at each service.  Please call the church office at 847-
2138 to sign up for a time. 
 

Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers are 
available to have a friendly chat!  The Conversational Phone Line for Seniors and Persons with 
Disabilities is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  1-866-777-0250. CarrisHealth 
CentraCare with support from the Willmar Area Community Foundation. 
 

Two opportunities to share the love of Christ during the Advent and Christmas season.  1) 
God’s global barnyard tree: check out an item you can purchase for someone locally or globally to 
help combat world hunger. 2) Star ornament tree: grab an ornament and purchase clothing for a local 
family in need. Please have items wrapped with ornament returned to church by Sunday, 
December 13th.  (This year they are asking, when you take a star ornament, that you sign your 
name on the “sign out sheet” so that the school knows who to call if they are missing any gifts.  
The Sign-up sheet is on a clip board next to the tree.) 



 


