
IMMANUEL SPEAKS 

 

JANUARY 2020 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed by 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, PO Box 236, Clara City, MN 56222 



Dear friends in Christ, 
 
 An author by the name of Robert Gallagher once said, “Change is inevitable – except from a 
vending machine.”  Change is one of the constants of life.  As we close one year and being another we 
have all experienced change in one way or another.  We ourselves, our kids or grandkids have gotten a 
year older.  You may have started a new job or retired.  Maybe there was a sickness or you experienced 
the death of a friend or a loved one.  And the list of things that have changed this past year for all of us 
could go on and on.  For good or for ill all of us have been affected by change this past year.  We can also 
be sure that as 2020 begins, the new year will bring more change to our lives in one way or another. 
 
 My friends, what will the new year bring for the world, for you, and for me?  Time will only tell.  
However, as a people of faith I believe there is one thing we can know for certain about the new year.  We 
can be certain of God’s love for us.  We hear these words from the prophet Isaiah, “Though the 

mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor 

my covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you” (Isaiah 54:10). 

 

 These were words spoken to the people of Israel as they began their return from exile.  And 
believe me these people knew change.  These words were spoken to a people who had been taken from all 
that they had known.  They had been torn from family members, their homeland, the temple, and forced 
to live in a foreign country.  Sitting by the rivers of Babylon the people would weep at what was lost.  
Sitting by the rivers of Babylon the people of Israel looked towards an uncertain future.  Talk about 
change!!! 
 
 And yet even though their world was thrown upside down by change; God reminded them that 
God was with them.  God reminded the people that God’s love and covenant with them could not be 
broken.  The people of Israel who had been taken into exile would return to the Promised Land and 
rebuild the city, temple, and their lives.  God would remain faithful to the promises that God had made! 
 
 In the same way my friends God continues to speak this message to us.  As the years roll by and 
change occurs, the promise we have is this, “God’s steadfast love will endure forever”.  We turn to the 
cross and see God’s great love for us as Christ took upon himself our sin and our death.  We turn to the 
empty tomb and see that God has conquered death, assuring us that as Jesus lives so shall we. 
 
 When we gather to worship we turn to the baptismal font where through water and God’s word 
we are sealed with the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  We are claimed as one of 
God’s beloved children!  We come to the table and are strengthened and nourished as we receive Christ’s 
own body and blood given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sin.  We see the face of Jesus in our 
fellow sisters and brothers in Christ who are there to laugh and cry with us.  We see the face of Jesus in 
our fellow sisters and brothers in Christ who are there to help bear our burdens.  No matter what change 
occurs as Christians we have a sure and certain hope that our God is Emmanuel, God with us now, 
always, and forever! 
 
 My friends, what will 2020 bring to your lives and mine?  We cannot say for certain.  However 
one thing we can be sure of and it is this, “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet 
my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed.’ Says the Lord, who 
has compassion on you.” 
 
Happy New Year, 
 
Pastor Joel 
 



Council Meeting Minutes 

December 16, 2019 
 
Attending: Jos VanDerPol; Robbie Dirksen; Pastor Joel; Duane Jaenisch; Ross Pederson; Kathy Fritz; 
Gary Meyer; Tammy Jaenisch; LuAnn Kruger 
Absent: Sandy Scanlon 
Others Present; Harlan Broers 
 
Meeting was called to order by Vice-President Ross Pederson at 7:35 p.m. 
Pastor Joel read the Christmas Story from Luke 2.  Jesus was born in the messiness of the world.  Mary 
travelled 9 months pregnant, either on donkey or on foot, for registration and taxation along with the other 
poor, working people.  After arriving in Bethlehem, she and Joseph found there was no room for her to 
stay comfortably, but were only able to stay in a barn.  There she gave birth amongst the animals (and all 
the noises, smells, and other) to a baby.  Jesus came to us in the brokenness and messiness of the world, to 
be the light of the world for you and for everyone.  Gary led prayer. 
 
Agenda: Additions were made to the agenda.  Council M/S/P to accept the agenda with those addition 
changes. 
 
Reports:  
Secretary Report: Minutes from the November meeting were reviewed.  Minutes were M/S/P. 
 
Treasurers Report: Harlan reported that the checking account currently has a balance of $27,300 and 
savings a balance of $113,453.35.  Several examples of reports were presented by Kathy to determine 
what best suits the council in providing the desired information regarding the treasury. 
 
Committee Reports:  

Building Committee – Robbie said that Safe Basement requires a deposit for work in the parsonage in 
January.  The amount of the deposit is $1100.  The work is scheduled to start on February 17.  
Preservation/removal of the stained glass window behind the altar is currently at a standstill.  Committee 
members have not been able to locate a mason willing to fill in the window space.  The bell is repaired 
and currently working. 
No other committee reports were available. 
 
Pastor’s Report: See attached. 
 
Old Business: 

-None except as stated in building committee report 
 
New Business: 

-A motion was made, seconded and passed for Kathy Fritz to be hired as the new treasurer for Immanuel 
Lutheran.  She has been meeting with Harlan to learn the current system and what is on QuickBooks.  She 
officially will become the treasurer by January 1st. 
-Noisy offering for January, February, and March was M/S/P to be designated to New Directions to 
support mental health awareness. 
-Josh will contact members of the nominating committee to begin looking for potential council members 
and other elected positions.  Nominating committee members are Cory Janssen, Mark Rothmeier, Gary 
Kurger, Cheryl Colby, Laine Rieger, and Duane Dieken. 
-Proposed budget for 2020 was reviewed.  After discussion and review of proposal, council M/S/P with 
one no vote. 
Council M/S/P to adjourn at 10:00 p.m.Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 

December 16, 2019 (Nov. 11th – Dec. 16th) 

 

 
Pastoral Acts 

• 68 pastoral visits; presided at 2 funerals: Darlene Gahm Nov. 30th (Our Savior’s Lutheran, Bird 
Island), Russell Zimmer Dec. 11th.  

 
Worship 

• Led Monday morning worship/Bible study @ CCCC Nov. 18th & 25th 

• Mid-week worship @ CCCC Nov. 21st. 

• Communion @ CCCC Dec. 3rd 

• Christmas program Dec. 22nd @ 9am, followed by Happy B-day Jesus party. 

• Christmas Eve: nursing home service at 2pm; candle light service at 5pm, Christmas day @ 9am. 
 
Education/Youth & Family 

• Led WELCA Bible study @ PPP on 12/4 

• Confirmation: have completed the two of the six chief parts of the catechism: the Ten 
Commandments, & Apostles Creed.  Following Christmas break we will begin the Lord’s Prayer. 

• Bible campers have begun fundraising for camp. 
 -Puzzle fundraiser: buy a piece for a dollar and have your name put into a bucket.  When 
all the pieces are sold a name will be drawn and the person will receive the framed puzzled of the 
nativity. 
 -Cookie sale following the Christmas program on Dec. 22nd. 

• 11 youth (7th-9th grade) had a wonderful time at the youth gathering, however pastor was tired 
after a long night!!! 

• 17 youth (7th-12th grade) plus 3 adult chaperones registered for summer mission trip to Denver, 
CO.  Dates July 19th-24th. 

 
Mission & Outreach 

• Community meal on Dec. 8th very well attended.  Next community meal is set for Jan. 5th, menu 
to be determined. 
 -We are always looking for volunteers to help, talk to Pastor or LuAnn if interested. 

• God’s Global barnyard tree & Star ornament tree for local families 
 -Thank you to everyone who purchased a gift via the star ornament tree.  Gifts were 
picked up and delivered to school on Dec. 16th. 
 

Wider Church 

• Conference Assembly, Sunday Feb. 9th @ 2pm at Norland Lutheran 
 
Pastoral Care 

• Taking a stay-cation Dec. 26th-Jan. 1st 

• Vacation Feb. 7th-10th; Gary Meyer pulpit supply 

 

 

 

 

 



 Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for February, 2020.  The chair person (s) will 
be calling you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today 
what you can volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble 
filling the few jobs we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would 
be filled.  Thanks! 
 

Tribe up for service in February 2020 
 

  Chairperson: Larry and Janet Bosch 
 
Larry and Janet Bosch 
Loren and Nancy Gosseling 
Bob and Sharon Jaenisch 
Dan and Traci Miller 
Mark and Kim Miller family 
Jan Mittag 
Andrew and Tracy Neville family 
Bryce Orwick 
Dave and Deb Roskens 
Rhodney and Cindy Wilkens 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
  2019 Offerings collected for the month of December:  $18,824.98 
 
2019 Offerings needed for the month of December:  $20,380.83.00 
 
Date     Attendance     Offering 
Sunday, December 1   89      1,412.00 
Sunday, December 8   131      5,890.73 
Sunday, December 15   109      1,457.00 
Sunday, December 22   189      2,986.25 
Tuesday, December 24   334  (Christmas Eve)   4,588.00 
Wednesday, December 25  56  (Christmas Day)  1,104.00 
Sunday, December 29   51      1,387.00 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 
 

Floyd and Donna Hilbrands 56 years on January 11 
 
Doug and Jan Boike 55 years on January 16 
 
Terry and Judy Noble 44 years on January 17 
 
Ross and Brenda Harms 11 years on January 17 
 
Eric and Heather Ellsworth 2 years on January 20 

 



Worship Assistants for the Month of January 

(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

  
Sunday, January 5: PowerPoint Operator: Keegan Rand 

   Acolyte: Jack Miller 
   Lay Reader: Annette Rosen 
   Communion Set-Up: LeAnn Kruger 
  
Sunday, January 12: PowerPoint Operator: Cadence Rosendahl 
   Acolyte: Domonic Neville 

   Lay Reader: Cindy Meyer 
   Communion Set-Up: Michele Shubert 
  
Sunday, January 19: PowerPoint Operator: Mia Shubert 
   Acolyte: Emersen Tatge 
   Lay Reader: Michele Shubert 
   Communion Set-Up: Nancy Gosseling 
  
Sunday, January 26: PowerPoint Operator: Wyatt Swenson 
   Acolyte: Sawyer Janssen 
   Lay Reader: Duane Dieken 
   Communion Set-Up: Sara Sabe 
 
 
 
 

~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

 
 

Thanks for thinking of Immanuel this past year with your monetary donations, your gifts of time and 

talent, and in any way you have helped us out!  We really appreciate ALL your gifts…we are so blessed!  

Thank you SO much! 

 

Offering envelopes for next year 2020 are in your mail box along with the 2020 Volunteer 

Handbook.  There are extra volunteer handbooks in back of the church. 
 
 
Quilters!!  Starting in January, there will be quilting every Tuesday.  
 
 

Attention Committees!!!  End of the year reports are due in the office by January 8, 2020.  Please 
turn them into Michelle in the church office as she will be on vacation January 10-26. 
 
Sunday school will resume on Sunday, January 5th and on Sunday, January 12th the PreK-1st grade will be 
ushering.  Please have your child to church by 8:30 a.m. 
 

 
Our next Community Meal is January 5th serving from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  On the menu: 
to be determined.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  All are Welcome!  Cost is FREE 



Confirmation will start up again on Wednesday, January 8th.  3 dates still available for serving the 
meal before class.  Dates are: January 8, January 29, and February 19th.  Please call Michelle in the office 
if you are interested in serving the meal. 

 

Immanuel’s Annual Congregational Meeting and Chili & Soup Feed is Sunday, January 

26th.  10:00 a.m. Meeting followed by the Chili & Soup Feed. 
 

 
 
Middle School Lock In at Green Lake Lutheran Ministries January 17th, 6:30 p.m. to January 18th, 

11:00 a.m.  Join us at the Chrysalis House for a night of night games, campfire worship, crafts, pizza and 
a song-fest worship.  Fee: $50.00.  Register at www.gllm.org or contact the camp at 320.796.2181. 
 
High School Lock In at Green Lake Lutheran Ministries January 24th, 6:30 p.m. to January 25th, 

11:00 a.m.  Join us at the Chrysalis House for a night of night games, campfire worship, crafts, pizza and 
a song-fest worship.  Fee: $50.00.  Register at www.gllm.org or contact the camp at 320.796.2181. 
 
Registration is now open for Equipping Congregations Day.  Saturday, February 29, 2020 from 

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Vinje Lutheran & Bethel Lutheran Church in Willmar, MN.  If interested in 
going, please talk to Pastor Joel. 
 
 

Green Lake Bible Camp 2020 From generation to generation 

 

”For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 

genteraions.”  Psalm 100.5 

 

Registration for Green Lake Bible Camp opens Monday, December 9th!  Early bird discount ($40.00 off 
per program) ends February 14, 2020.  Final payments will be requested by May 22, 2020.  Brochures are 
in back of church. 
 
 
 

Attention All!!!  We are missing some Confirmation pictures down in the fellowship 

hall.  If anyone has the years listed and would be willing to give us a copy of the picture 

so we can get that updated that would be great!  The years we are needing are: 

 

  1952, 1956, 1957 

  1960, 1961, 1968, 1969 

    1972, 1973, 1975, 1976, 1977 

    1980, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1989 

    1991, 1997, 1998 

    2016, 2017 

 

You can send the pictures to Michelle in the church office or mail to her at 204 NE 2nd Ave PO Box 236 

Clara City, MN.  Please include names of all in the picture if able and the year.  Thanks for your help! 

 


