
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (August 23 - 30) 

 Wednesday ~ 7:00 p.m. Sunday school Meeting  
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   TODAY (August 23)     NEXT SUNDAY (August 30) 
Acolyte & Power Point: Adrienne Pankratz    Sawyer Janssen 
 
Ushers: Ken & Jan Beyerl      Dean & Judy Gosseling 
  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The July, August, and September Noisy Offering will be going to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Generous Reflections:  Scripture tells us that we cannot be free to be God’s servants or stewards 
until death to ourselves takes place in each of us.  This death is not a physical death, but a spiritual 
death.  It is the death of the old nature in us so the new nature or new life in Christ can be raised.  Paul 
wrote, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  
(2 Corinthians 5:17).  All things in Christ are created anew.  It is this new life in Christ that people see 
as we give generously and serve freely.  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”  (Ephesians 2:10). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored by Keith and Sharon Harms and family 
in honor of their parents Gerrit and Helen Harms 77th Wedding Anniversary and Keith and Sharon’s 
51st Wedding Anniversary. 
  

1 date left for 2020, only $80.00 to sponsor. 
(Date available: October 18) 

 
Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 



AUGUST 23 2020                                                                 12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe 
that you provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We fear 
difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 
+ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live 
now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                                         BUILT ON A ROCK                          SONG LEADERS 
1. Built on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling; crumbled have spires in 

every land, bells still are chiming and calling; calling the young and old to rest, calling the 
souls of those distressed, longing for life everlasting.  
 

2. Surely in temples made with hands, God the Most High is not dwelling; high in the heavens 
his temple stands, all earthly temples excelling. Yet God who dwells in heaven above, deigns 
to abide with us in love, making our bodies his temple.  

 

3. Christ builds a house of living stones, we are his own habitation; he fills our hearts his 
humble thrones, granting us life and salvation. Where two or three will see his face, he in 
their midst will show his grace, blessings upon them bestowing.  

 

4. Yet in this house, an earthly frame, Jesus the children is blessing; hither we come to praise his 
name, faith in our Savior confessing. Jesus to us his Spirit sent, making with us his covenant, 
granting his children the Kingdom.  

 

5. Through all the passing years, O Lord, grant that when church bells are ringing; many may 
come to hear your Word, who here this promise is bring; “I know my own, my own know 
me; you, not the world, my face shall see; my peace I leave with you. Amen.”  

 

GREETING                                                                                                     SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
 
 
 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                            SONG LEADERS 
1. Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear your living word; it 

saves us from despair.  
 

2. Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. Pour out your grace and make us whole 
that new life may begin.  

 

3. Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your saving power; 
create in us new hearts!  

 

THIS IS THE FEAST:                                                                                              SONG LEADERS 
1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; ten thousand thousand are 

their tongues, but all their joys are one.  
 

2. “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “To be exalted thus!” “Worthy the Lamb”, our lips 
reply, “For he was slain for us!” 

 

3. Jesus is worthy to receive: honor and power divine; and blessings more than we can give be 
Lord forever thine.  

 

4. Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name; of God who sits upon the throne and to 
adore the Lamb.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.  Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 51:1-6 
 51 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: Look to the 
rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your 
father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called him he was only one man, and I blessed him 
and made him many. 3 The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her 
ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. 4 “Listen to me, my people; 
hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. 
5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to 
the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the 
heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will 
never fail.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 138 
1 I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; before the “gods” I will sing your praise. 2 I will 

bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your unfailing love and your 
faithfulness, for you have so exalted your solemn decree that it surpasses your fame. 



 3 When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me. 4 May all the kings of the 
earth praise you, LORD, when they hear what you have decreed. 5 May they sing of the ways of 
the LORD, for the glory of the LORD is great. 6 Though the LORD is exalted, he looks kindly on the 
lowly; though lofty, he sees them from afar. 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my 
life. You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; with your right hand you save me. 
8 The LORD will vindicate me; your love, LORD, endures forever—do not abandon the works of your 
hands. 
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:1-8 
 12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given 
me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of 
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For 
just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is 
teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.  The word of the 
Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    SONG LEADERS 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving Word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak 
until are hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord we sing, for the good news that you bring.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:13-20 
 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 
am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:          MY HOPE IS BULIT ON NOTHING LESS        SONG LEADERS 
1. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; no merit of my own I 

claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is 
sinking sand.  

2. When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; in every high and stormy 
gale my anchor holds within the veil. On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is 
sinking sand. 
 

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; when all supports are washed 
away, he then is all my hope and stay. On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is 
sinking sand. 

 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh may I then in him be found, clothed in his 
righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne! On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

APOSTLES CREED                                                                                         SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                    SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                          SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 And now, may the Lord agitate you. May the Lord keep before you the faces of the hungry, 
the lonely, the rejected and the despised. May the Lord distress you with pain for the hurt, the 
wounded, the oppressed, the abused, the victims of violence. May God grace you with an 
unquenchable thirst, a burning thirst for justice and righteousness. 

May the Lord give you courage and strength and compassion to make ours a better world, to 
make your community a better community, to make your church a better church. May you do your 
best to make it so; and after you have done your best, may the Lord grant you peace; in the name of 
the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN:                                 BLESSED ASSURANCE                       SONG LEADERS 
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, 

purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. This is my story, this is my song; 
praising my Savior all the day long. This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all 
the day long.  
 
 



2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; angels 
descending bring from above, echoes of mercy, whispers of love. This is my story, this is my 
song; praising my Savior all the day long. This is my story, this is my song, praising my 
Savior all the day long.  
 

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest; watching and waiting, 
looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  This is my story, this is my song; 
praising my Savior all the day long. This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all 
the day long.  

 

DISMISSAL:   
Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. OK, WE WILL! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is that time of year again.  In a little over a month fall programming will begin again at 
Immanuel.  With that being said if you are interested in teaching or helping with 
Sunday school, or are interested in being a small group/mentor for confirmation 
please give me a call in the office. Pastor Joel 
 

 
 
Bethany Reformed Church will be having their Annual Fall Benefit Supper on Wednesday, 
September 9th from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Take-out Turkey Dinner…drive thru the alley to pick up your 
meals.  All proceeds will go towards the Clara City Ambulance, Clara City Fire Department & Clara 
City Aquatic Center. 
 
 
The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third Monday of 
every month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, we have been meeting 
virtually every Monday via ZOOM platform.  Anyone who is affected by Parkinson’s Disease, or 
would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend our virtual meetings!  To learn more about this 
group and/or obtain log in information, please contact Lori Petersen at 320-321-8241 or 320-226-
2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored by CCM Health in Montevideo. 
 
 
 
 


