
.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (September 20 - 27) 

Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

   10:00 a.m. Sunday school  

 Wednesday ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation  

 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

    10:00 a.m. Sunday school 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   TODAY (September 20)     NEXT SUNDAY (September 27) 

Acolyte:  Adrienne Pankratz     Addisyn Pederson 

PowerPoint: Brielle Janssen     Sam Miller 

Lay Reader: Cindy Meyer     Michele Shubert 

Ushers: Brenda & Summer Kabisch    Gary & Deb Nelson 

  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 

him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 

times.  Please call… 

The July, August, and September Noisy Offering will be going to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Generous Reflections: Our perspective should be to view giving as a 
privilege rather than an obligation. 
 
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”  
(2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               

PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 

Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 

Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 

Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored by Lowell and Lila Wolff. 

  

Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 



SEPTEMBER 20, 2020                                                     16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgement on one 
another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We 
keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn 
us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the 
name of + Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in 
the world.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                          GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS          SONG LEADERS 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; thou 
changest not, thy compassions they fail not; as thou has been, thou forever will be. Great 
is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I 
have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.  
 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses 
above; join with all nature in manifold witness, to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I 
see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside! Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new 
mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, 
unto me. 

 

GREETING                                                                                              SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                     SONG LEADERS 

(Refrain) Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day.  
 

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy 
house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

(Refrain) 
 

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may 
live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
(Refrain) 

 

3. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for 
love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 

4. For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you 
nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the 
Lord. (Refrain)  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:                                SHOUT TO THE LORD               SONG LEADERS 

 My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. All of my days I want to praise the 
wonders of your mighty love. My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; let every 
breath, all that I am never cease to worship you.  
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work 
of your hands; forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. Nothing compares to the promise I have in 
you.  

(Repeat 1x) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.  
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to 
embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   
 

FIRST READING:  JONAH 3:10-4:11 

 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 
 4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, 
“Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing 
to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding 
in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better 
for me to die than to live.” 4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Jonah had 
gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade 
and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a leafy 
plant[a] and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and 
Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which 
chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, 
and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be 
better for me to die than to live.” 



9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” “It is,” he said. “And 
I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this 
plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 
overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and 
also many animals?”  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 145:1-8 

 1 I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 2 Every day 
I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of 
praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 4 One generation commends your works to another; they 
tell of your mighty acts. 5 They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—and I will 
meditate on your wonderful works. 6 They tell of the power of your awesome works—and I will 
proclaim your great deeds. 7 They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your 
righteousness. 8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 
  

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30 

 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this 
will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the 
two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for 
you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue 
with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again 
your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct 
yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only 
hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving 
together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who 
oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and 
that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but 
also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now 
hear that I still have.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                  SONG LEADERS 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into 
his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about noon and about three in the 
afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others 

standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 
denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each 
one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he 
answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave 
you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because 
I am generous?’ 16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                               LOVE COME DOWN                 SONG LEADERS 

 (Refrain) I will sing forever of your love come down, with my hands to heaven, shout 
 your praises loud. I was lost in darkness when you pulled me out. I will sing forever  of 
your love come down.  
  

1. I once was blind, I could not see. Chains of sin had shackled me. But God in heaven 
heard my plea, then Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Then, Jesus, Jesus rescued me. (Refrain) 
 

2. Now grace so sweet, it floods my soul, and hope eternal won’t let go. My debt erased at 
Calvary, cause Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Oh Jesus, Jesus rescued me. (Refrain) 

 

3. Well there’s a home beyond the sky. A song we’ll sing for all of time. The grave is 
empty, I am free. Cause Jesus, Jesus rescued me. Oh Jesus, Jesus rescued me! (Refrain) 

 

NICENE CREED                                                                                       SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who have spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sin. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                             SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                   SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy, 
the Lord look upon you in favor and give you peace; in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen.   
 

SENDING HYMN:                    O LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN        SONG LEADERS 

1. O living Bread from heaven, how well you feed your guest! The gifts that you have 
given, have filled my heart with rest. O wondrous food of blessing! O cup that heals our 
woes! My heart this gift possessing, in thankful songs o’er flows! 

 

2. My Savior, you have led me within your holiest place, and here yourself have fed me 
with treasures of your grace; for you have freely given what earth could never buy; the 
bread of life from heaven, that now I shall not die.  

 

3. You gave me all I wanted, this food can death destroy; and you have freely granted the 
cup of endless joy. My Lord, I do not merit the favor you have shown; and all my soul 
and spirit bow down before your throne.  

 

4. Oh, grant me then well strengthened with heavenly food while here, my course on earth 
is lengthened to serve you free from fear; and bring me home to praise you where none 
can peace destroy; where I will ever raise you glad songs in endless joy.  

 

DISMISSAL:  Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. OK, WE WILL! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

**** Office Hours for the month of October and into November **** 

Monday – Thursday 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call Pastor Joel on his cell phone at 952-807-3330 or you 

may call and leave a message on the secretary’s phone at 320-847-2138. 

God’s Work Our Hands 

 

Because of COVID-19, we are unable to do our annual Food for Kidz pack day.  But your hard-
working hands and generous hearts are still needed! 
Here are two ways to make a difference: 

• Fall clean-up for folks who need assistance: raking leaves, trimming shrubs, gutters, 
windows, etc. 

• Pen-pal Partners with Clara City Care Center residents: communicate via notes, cards, 
kid’s drawings, phone calls, or video chats. This is a very lonely time for many residents 
with few visits and limited social activities. Share a smile!  (2 contacts/month and 6 
month commitment suggested) 

Individuals and families are encouraged to consider either or both opportunities.  After deciding 
how you want to be involved, please contact Michelle at the church office. 847-2138  Questions? 
Call or text Laine Rieger 894-6649 or rieger4444@gmail. 
 

Raymond United Methodist Women Fall Fundraiser.  This year because of the pandemic, we 
will not be holding our usual Fall Bazaar.  Instead, we are taking orders for Lefse and Broccoli 

Cheese Soup, Chili and Beef Stew.  Lefse $5 for a package of three rounds.  Soups $3 for a 16 
oz. container.  Call Kim @ 320-295-6510, Char @ 320-967-4184 or 320-444-4915, or Kay @ 
320-894-3664 to place your order.  Orders MUST be in by October 1.  Pick up will be Saturday, 
November 7 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.   
 
Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers are 
available to have a friendly chat!  The Conversational Phone Line for Seniors and Persons with 
Disabilities is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  1-866-777-0250. 
CarrisHealth CentraCare with support from the Willmar Area Community Foundation. 
 

The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third Monday 
of every month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, we have been 
meeting virtually every Monday via ZOOM platform.  Anyone who is affected by Parkinson’s 
Disease, or would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend our virtual meetings!  To learn 
more about this group and/or obtain log in information, please contact Lori Petersen at 320-321-
8241 or 320-226-2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored by CCM Health in 
Montevideo. 


