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Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

 The time upon us.  On Wednesday February 26th we entered the season of Lent.  During this 

season of Lent we are invited into the discipline of Lent: self-examination and repentance, prayer and 

fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love as we journey to the cross with Jesus. 

 

 So how do we do that???  Well, during this season of Lent let us dust off Luther’s small 

catechism and use it.  If you don’t have a small catechism you can go to this website: 

http://bookofconcord.org/smallcatechism.php.   

 

 Our first spiritual practice of Lent is self-examination and repentance.  Lent is very clear about 

the truth of humanity’s problem.  We have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  We were created 

from the dust of the earth and because of sin; death has entered into the world and to dust we shall return.  

The Lenten season is also very clear about God’s love for us.  Yes we are dust and to dust we shall return, 

but God speaks another word to us.  A word of life.  Through the cross and resurrection of Christ our sin 

is forgiven and death is defeated and we are given the gift of eternal life. 

 

 One way to practice this spiritual discipline of self-examination and repentance is to use the 

section on confession in Luther’s small catechism.  Luther provides an order of confession and an 

absolution.  I invite you to use that order within your house or among a group of friends. 

 

 Our second spiritual practice of Lent is prayer.  So often we can take God for granted.  Our 

schedules are so full it seems like there is never any down time.  And yet one of the remarkable things we 

see about Jesus during his life, is that he was never too busy to stop and pray to his Father.  We too have 

that invitation to grow deeper with God each day.  Luther in the small catechism would write, “Our Father 

who art in heaven.  What does this mean?  God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father, 

and that we are His true children, so that we may ask Him confidently with all assurance, as dear children 

ask their dear father.” 

 

 So how do we do this?  A daily devotional doesn’t have to be an hour, it can if you want.  Mine is 

normally between 5-20 minutes depending upon the day.  So what can we use to deepen our prayer life?  

Once again we can go to the catechism and follow Luther’s daily prayer at your meals, you would pray 5 

http://bookofconcord.org/smallcatechism.php


times a day.  Or another option would be to use one of the devotionals at church or God’s pause from 

Luther Seminary: https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/, or our daily bread: https://odb.org/ or something 

similar on the internet.  The point is how might we grow in deeper relationship with God in our lives just 

as Jesus did in his. 

 

 This brings us to our final Lenten spiritual practice: fasting and sacrificial giving and works of 

love.  Notice I have these two together.  The practice of fasting especially not eating red meat during Lent 

was directly tied to almsgiving to the poor.  Christians would spend less on things like fish and take what 

they didn’t spend and give it to the poor, as a reminder that Christ has compassion on all people especially 

the ones in need. 

 

 So how do we do this?  Well, what would you like to give up for Lent?  Pick something and then 

keep the money that you would have spent on it and use it for the benefit of others.  We could also extend 

this to just more than money.  How could we fast in terms of our time and talent from our regular 

schedules and use our time and talents in service to someone else? 

 

 If you would like some help with any of these spiritual practices, please give me a call, email, or 

stop by the office. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 Pastor Joel 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2020 

 

Attending: Josh VanDerPol; Duane Jaenisch; Gary Meyer; Robbie Dirksen; LuAnn Kruger 

New Council Members: Jim Jaenisch; Isaac Gosseling 

Absent: Kathy Fritz; Sandy Scanlon; Tammy Jaenisch; Ross Pederson; Pastor Joel 

Others attending: Harlan Broers 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Josh VanDerPol at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Gary led devotions based on Matthew 10.  Gary read a paraphrase of that chapter written by Eugene 

Peterson called “Travel Light”.  Mr. Peterson stated in his writing that we should learn to unload our 

burdens and worried to God and travel through life with a lighter load. 

 

Agenda: Additions were made to the agenda.  Council then M/S/P to accept the agenda with those 

additions. 

 

Reports: 

Secretary Report: Minutes from the January were reviewed.  No corrections were identified.  Gary 

reminded members of upcoming MACPAC packing on February 18th at 7:00 p.m.  Minutes were M/S/P. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: No treasurer’s report was available due to Kathy’s illness. 

 

Committee Reports: 

No committee reports are available. 

https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/
https://odb.org/


Pastor’s Report: Pastor’s report for dated January 13th was available. 

 

Old Business: 

-Harlan asked questions from the benefactor with specifics of what council desires are for continued 

projects.  A mason is coming in 30 to 45 days to close the window behind the altar.  Does the council 

want a light behind the stained glass, yes.  Parking lot will be completed by benefactors as well.  A 

cabinet to cover the electronic equipment for the bell is estimated to cost about $700.  Property 

management will continue to pursue, especially with recent leakage again.  Discussion occurred regarding 

the possibility of family member becoming an ad hoc member to a ‘furnishings’ committee.  Further 

discussion was tabled until more council members are here. 

 

-Tuck pointing in the bell tower (which had a leak again when a bag was covering a drain) is needed.  We 

should ask masons if they are interested in completing that as well.  Payment was not discussed. 

 

-Darcy Schipnewski has asked that she be paid a salary vs. per session.  Council decided to wait to 

discuss till Kathy is back and can explain. 

 

New Business: 

-Josh thanked Robbie and Tammy (although not present) for their council service.  Likewise, he 

welcomed Jim and Isaac as new council members. 

 

-Officer elections were held: 

 President: Ross Pederson  M/S/P 

 Vice President: Gary Meyer  M/S/P 

 Secretary:  Jim Jaenisch  M/S/P 

-Council members were assigned/volunteered for committee assignments as follows: 

 Property Management:  Ross Peterson, Duane Jaenisch 

 Media:  Josh VanDerPol 

 Congregational Life:  Sandy Scanlon 

 Cemetery:  Isaac Gosseling 

 Endowment:  Gary Meyer, Jim Jaenisch 

 Sunday school/Youth:  LuAnn Kruger 

Some discussion occurred but was tabled until other members were present to see if Community Meals be 

added as a committee. 

 

-Based on new endowment rules, council discussed starting how to impose term limits on endowment 

members.  To start, someone will be appointed for 1 year, 2 individuals including the current treasurer for 

2 year terms, and 2 individuals for 3 year terms.  The treasurer of current endowment and 1 other current 

endowment individual will remain.  Gary will seek 3 new endowment members.  Ideas of potential 

candidates were discussed. 

 

-Money counters for the next 3 months are: 

 March:  Isaac Gosseling; Josh VanDerPol; Ross Pederson 

 April:  Gary Meyer; Duane Jaenisch 

 May:  Jim Jaenisch; LuAnn Kruger 

 

-In previous years, council has served a Lenten supper.  Members agreed to do it again.  Jim will check 

with Michelle and get back to us about available dates. 

 

-Gary attended the Lakeland Conference.  It included a video from Bishop Eaton.  Equipping 

congregations meeting is scheduled to occur on February 29th.  Interested individuals should tell Michelle.  



The conference discussed ELCA hunger.  Gary reported that a new VBS program has been written 

addressing World Hunger.  The new director of Family Promise of Kandiyohi County is Kelsey Vosika.  

Lutheran Campus Ministry served 10,000 meals on Tuesday and Wednesday’s to campus students.  

Funding to the Ministry has dropped.  They are looking for individuals/groups to bring in hot dishes or 

desserts to serve.  Green Lake Lutheran Ministries had the best year last year of providing camperships.  

 

Council M/S/P to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.      Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting for Immanuel Lutheran Church 

January 26, 2020 

 

Council President, Josh VanDerPol, called the semi-annual meeting of our congregation to order.  It was 

determined that there were enough members attending to form a quorum. 

 

Pastor Joel opened with prayer. 

 

Josh opened the meeting by thanking all church staff for their continued commitment to Immanuel.  Josh 

said in the last year, the bell tower and the bell have been repaired.  Josh announced the retirement of 

Harlan Broers from his position as the church treasurer.  Harlan asked to read a statement from one of the 

benefactors of our church.  The letter reaffirmed the commitment this person/s has to our church.  In 

2020, they plan on repairing the parking lot and the window above the altar.  Harlan also thanked the 

congregation for his opportunity to serve in as treasurer and liaison for the benefactor.  THANK YOU, 

HARLAN, FOR YOUR SERVICE!  AND THANK YOU TO THE BENEFACTOR FOR YOUR HELP 

IN PROVIDING SUPPORT TO THE CHURCH’S MISSION TO SERVE PEOPLE AND MAINTAIN 

THIS BEAUTIFUL BUILDING! 

 

Minutes from the annual meeting held on January 27, 2019, were reviewed.  A motion made to accept the 

minutes was made, seconded, and passed. 

 

As new treasurer, Kathy Fritz, reported that the balance on December 31, 2019, in the checking account 

was $37,900.65.  The savings balance on that date was $114,153.35.  The 2020 proposed budget was 

available for review in the Annual Report booklet.  After a call for discussion, Josh asked for a motion to 

accept the proposed budget.  Congregation M/S/P upcoming budget/report. 

 

Items on the agenda: 

-Elections.  Ballots were circulated and votes were tallied after adjournment.  Newly elected council 

members for a 3 year term are Jim Jaenisch and Isaac Gosseling.  LuAnn Kruger was re-elected for 

another 3 year term. 

 

-Josh asked for any further business.  None was presented and the meeting M/S/P for adjournement. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 

February 10, 2020 (Jan. 13th-Feb. 10th) 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

• 48 pastoral visits; presided at 2 funerals: Corrine Menking (Jan. 15th) & Verlin Kluver (Feb. 3rd) 

 

 

Worship 

• Mid-week worship @ CCCC Jan. 23 

• Communion at CCCC Feb. 4th 

 

 

Education/Youth & Family 

• Led WELCA Bible study @ PPP on Feb. 5th 

• Confirmation; we are covering the sacraments: baptism, confession, & communion. 

 -Will break for Lent; confirmation students assisting with mid-week worship. 

• Youth going to Denver raised just shy of 1,000 dollars with bingo during the chili feed. 

 -Additional fundraisers ongoing, meat sale, Tupperware, & possible date to work at 

Culver’s 

 

 

Mission & Outreach 

• Community meal set for Feb. 9th was canceled due to weather.  Next Community meal March 1st 

using the menu from Feb. 9th. 

 

 

Wider Church 

• Conference Assembly was Sunday Feb. 9th, 2pm @ Norland Lutheran Church 

 -See Gary Meyer if interested in a report. 

• Equipping congregations day at Bethel & Vinje in Willmar on Feb. 29th 

 -Contact pastor Joel if interested in attending. 

 

 

Pastor Care 

• Vacation Feb. 7th-10th, Gary Meyer pulpit supply 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for April, 2020.  The chair person (s) will be 

calling you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today what 

you can volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble filling the 

few jobs we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled.  

Thanks! 

 

Tribe up for service in April 2020 

 

  Chairperson: Dave and Carol Groff 

 

Doug and Jan Boike 

Duane and Laurie Dieken 

Jim and LeAnn Essendrup family 

Jim Fischer 

Dave and Carol Groff 

Daryl Niemeyer 

Terry and Judy Noble 

Ben and Holly Peterson family 

Dennis and Donna Roberts 

Paul and Brenda Tuve 

 

 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

  2020 Offerings collected for the month of February:  $18,688.75 

 

(Plus the offering we receive on Ash Wednesday) 

 

2020 Offerings needed for the month of February:  $20,650.16 

 

Date     Attendance                 Offering 

Sunday, February 2   145                       $12,659.00 

Sunday, February 9   62                           $1,036.25 

Sunday, February 16   118                $2,193.00 

Sunday, February 23   110                       $2,800.50 

Wednesday, February 26     (Ash Wednesday) 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 

 

Tom and Diane Pieper 28 years on March 14 

 

Rhodney and Cindy Wilkens 18 years on March 23 

 

 

 

 



Worship Assistants for the Month of March 

(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

  

Sunday, March 1: PowerPoint Operator: Cadence Rosendahl 

   Acolyte: Emersen Tatge 

   Lay Reader: Laurie Dieken 

   Communion Set-Up: Char Pankratz 

  

Sunday, March 8: PowerPoint Operator: Mia Shubert 

   Acolyte: April Jaenisch 

   Lay Reader: Annette Rosen 

   Communion Set-Up: Kellie Kienitz 

  

Sunday, March 15: PowerPoint Operator: Wyatt Swenson 

   Acolyte: Sawyer Janssen 

   Lay Reader: Cindy Meyer 

   Communion Set-Up: LuAnn Kruger 

  

Sunday, March 22: PowerPoint Operator: Jase Dirksen 

   Acolyte: Summer Kabisch 

   Lay Reader: Michele Shubert 

   Communion Set-Up: Michele Shubert 

 

Sunday, March 29: PowerPoint Operator: Callie Jaenisch 

   Acolyte: Greta Meyer 

   Lay Reader: Ken Beyerl 

   Communion Set-Up: Ken and Jan Beyerl 

 

**Reminder to all Confirmation students and Parents!!  During our Wednesday evening services ALL 

Youth will be helping with the service: Ushering, Lay Reader and Serving Communion 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

~ Announcements ~ 

 

Our next Community Meal is Sunday, March 1st serving from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  On the 

menu: Stroganoff, broccoli salad, corn and bars.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  All are 

Welcome!  Cost is FREE 

 

Attention Sunday school kids and Parents!!  Sunday, March 8th the 3rd and 4th graders will be ushering.  

Please have your child to church by 8:30 a.m.  Also ALL Sunday school kids will be singing that day as 

well. 

 

Attention Quilters!!  There will be quilting every Tuesday….weather permitting. 

 

 



Attention Committees/Groups!!!  There will be Lenten Gatherings again this year.  Now is the time 

to sign-up for the Lenten Suppers.  1 date remaining: April 1.  Please call Michelle in the office to sign 

up.  Serving from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. and Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Thanks to the groups who have already signed up: 

 Youth attending the Mission trip this summer serving on February 26, March 11 and April 9 

 Women serving on March 4  

 Congregational life serving on March 18 

 Council members serving on March 25 

 

Men’s Lenten Breakfast at Bethany Reformed Church Come join us Men of all ages for a delicious 

pancake and sausage breakfast!  Wednesday morning beginning March 4th – April 8th at 6:30 a.m. 

breakfast with a short message from area speakers to follow.  We encourage everyone to bring a friend 

who has not yet experienced this great time of fellowship! 

 

Lutheran Men in Mission Spring Gathering “Unpacking White Privilege in the Church” Saturday, 

March 21, 2020 at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Redwood Falls.  Registration deadline is March 

10th.  Fee: $25 per person or Congregational Fee for three or more $75.  Register online at 

swmnelca.org/event/LMM2020.   

 

Senior High Youth Gathering March 27-28, 2020 in Mankato.  “Faith Can Move 

Mountains” Based on Matthew 17:20 “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a 

mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move.  

Nothing will be impossible for you.” Registration opens March 4th and closes March 25th.  

Cost: approximately $97 per person.  Contact Janelle Curry at 507.276.8340 or Shaun Luker at 

507.317.8968 to register. 

Lakeland Conference Women of the ELCA Spring Gathering “THIS IS LIVIN” Saturday, March 

28, 2020 at Grace Lutheran Church in Belgrade. MN.  Cost is $10.00 which includes noon lunch.  

Registration deadline is Friday, March 20th.  Registration forms are available in the office. 
 

Green Lake Bible Camp 2020 From generation to generation 

 

”For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 

genteraions.”  Psalm 100.5 

 

Registration for Green Lake Bible Camp is now open.  Payments will be requested by May 22, 2020.  

Brochures are in back of church. 

 

Attention All!!!  We are missing some Confirmation pictures down in the fellowship hall.  

If anyone has the years listed and would be willing to give us a copy of the picture so we 

can get that updated that would be great!  The years we are needing are: 

 

  1952, 1956, 1957 

  1960, 1961, 1969 

   1972, 1973, 1975, 1976, 1977 

   1980, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1989 

   1991, 1997, 1998 

   2016, 2017 

You can send the pictures to Michelle in the church office or mail to her at 204 NE 2nd Ave PO Box 236 

Clara City, MN.  Please include names of all in the picture if able and the year.  Thanks for your help! 


