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Sister & brothers in Christ, 

 

 Attention everybody!!!  It is February, and you all know what that means.  On the 14th it 

will be Valentine’s Day!!!  Now is the time to get out and get those gifts for your spouse, fiancé, 

or significant other to show them how much you love and appreciate them.  Looking back, I 

remember one Valentine’s Day in particular when I was in eighth grade.  Being a teenager I 

thought I had found the girl of my dreams and so as Valentine’s Day rolled around I showered 

her with gifts.  When she got to school in the morning there was a necklace in her locker.  During 

first period she received some carnations.  Later on during the day she found a huge teddy bear 

in her locker.  After lunch the local florist came with more flowers and one of the biggest heart 

balloons I have ever seen.  Looking back, I have to laugh at all of the ways I tried to show this 

girl that “I loved her”. 

  

 Valentine’s Day is a wonderful day to remind one another of that love that we have.  But 

it is also a day on which we can also reflect on God’s great love for us.  What is love?  John in 

his first letter to the early church would write this, “In this is love, not that we loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  As we celebrate 

Valentine’s Day and we thank one another for the gift of love, John reminds us of the Greatest 

Valentine’s Day gift we will ever receive, our Lord and Savior! 

 

 On February 26th we will once again begin our Lenten journey.  Beginning with Ash 

Wednesday and throughout the 40 days of Lent we will see the height and depth of God’s love 

for us and creation!  God loves us so much that Jesus sets his face to Jerusalem knowing full well 

what is going to happen there.  God loves us so much that Jesus was willing to suffer and die 

upon the cross for our sin and give his life as the atoning sacrifice for our sin so that we might 

live with him forever!  God loves us so much that Jesus rose from the grave conquering the 

power of death so that all who believe in him may have eternal life!  This my friends is the 

greatest Valentine’s Day gift of all!  We have a God who loves us and has claimed us as his own 

beloved children forever! 

 

 And so dear friends, as we go about our shopping and trying to find the perfect gift to 

show those special people in our life how much we love and appreciated them; remember the 

greatest Valentine’s Day gift that God has given each of us.  Remember his great love for each 

and every one of you! 

 

In His name, 

 

 Pastor Joel 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Council Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2020 

 

Attending: Josh VanDerPol; Pastor Joel; Ross Pederson; Kathy Fritz; Gary Meyer; Sandy Scanlon; 

Tammy Jaenisch; LuAnn Kruger 

Absent: Robbie Dirksen; Duane Jaenisch 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Josh VanDerPol at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor Joel led devotions from John 1.  John points to Jesus as the true Messiah and tells his disciples, 

who then follow and meet with Jesus.  Those disciples later tell others and point to Jesus as the Messiah 

as well.  Likewise, it is our responsibility to point our lives to Jesus and share that faith with others.  Our 

faith story is not only telling others about how we see God, but also living a life in faith and action to 

show others.  Gary led prayer. 

 

Agenda: Additions were made to the agenda.  Council then M/S/P to accept the agenda with those 

additions. 

 

Reports: Secretary Report: Minutes from the December meeting were reviewed.  Council members 

pointed out that Gary’s name has been misspelled last month.  With that correction, minutes were M/S/P. 

 

Treasurers Report: Kathy Fritz, as new treasurer, provided council with the treasurer’s report.  Checking 

account balance is at $40,866.46 and savings balance is $114,153.35. 

 

Committee Reports: No committee reports are available. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  See attached.  Pastor reminded that the next community meal will be February 9th due 

to Super Bowl on February 2. 

 

Old Business: 

-Gary said that several dates were available for packing back packs for the MACPAC program.  No more 

than about 10 people are necessary and it usually takes about 1 hour to complete.  All packing is done at 

MACCRAY west.  Council agreed to pack on 2 dates—February 4th and 18th. 

-Discussion about building repairs was tabled tonight due to Robbie’s illness. 

 

New Business: 

-It was suggested by individuals checking fire extinguishers to install a fire extinguisher in the balcony 

due to media equipment.  Council voted to pass having one installed at a 7 to 1 vote.  A proposed fire pole 

for quick escape was not passed.  LOL 

-Money counters volunteering for February are Gary Meyer, Sandy Scanlon, and LuAnn Kruger.  After 

elections in January, new council members will be assigned for other months. 

-A trial have offering coffee during worship was tried last weekend.  It was well received by members.  It 

was suggested that a budget of $50 a month be approved to support the on-going coffee.  Council 

members discussed the pros and cons of having coffee in the sanctuary.  Members have said they have 

attended other churches where this has occurred and been a nice addition to the service.   The con being 

keeping the sanctuary clean and free of spills as well as who will be consistently responsible for 

preparation as find individuals to serve coffee after service.  Motion was made that coffee be prepared in 

the pots in the kitchen, using the coffee currently provided, and offered for individuals to bring their 

travel mugs or other cups with a lid.  The M/S/P by members with again a 7 to 1 vote. 

Council M/S/P to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.      Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger  

 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 

January 13, 2020 (Dec. 17th – Jan. 13th) 

 

Pastoral Acts 

• 53 pastoral visits; presided at 1 funeral: Doris Grussing (Dec. 27th) 

 

Worship 

• Christmas Eve worship @ CCCC Dec. 24th 

• Communion @ CCCC Jan. 7th 

 

Education/Youth & Family 

• Led WELCA Bible study @ PPP on Jan. 8th 

• Confirmation has resumed.  We are now covering the Lord’s Prayer.  From there we will turn our 

attention to the sacraments: baptism, confession, & communion. 

• 17 youth (7th-12th grade) plus 3 adult chaperones registered for summer mission trip to Denver, 

CO.  Dates July 19th-24th. 

 -Bingo fundraiser on Jan. 26th following annual meeting and chili feed. 

 

Mission & Outreach 

• Community meal on Jan. 5th.  Next community meal is set for Feb. 9th, menu to be determined. 

 

Wider Church 

• Ecumenical prayer service at St. Clara’s in Clara City on Jan. 19th at 3pm as part of the week of 

Christian unity & prayer. 

• Conference Assembly, Sunday Feb. 9th, 2p, @ Norland Lutheran Church 

• Looking forward together in mission meeting at Peace Lutheran in Cosmos Feb. 15th from 9am to 

11:30 am. 

• Equipping congregations day at Bethel & Vinje in Willmar on Feb. 29th 

 

Pastoral Care 

• Vacation Feb. 7th-10th; Gary Meyer pulpit supply 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

A Valentine Prayer  
 

I said a Valentine prayer for you and asked the Lord above to fill your heart 
and bless your soul With the precious gift of love. I asked Him for sincere love 
The kind that's meant to stay Just like the generous love You give to those you 

touch each day. I prayed for love from family And from every cherished friend 
Then I asked the Lord to give you His love that knows no end.  

 
(Author unknown) 

 

 



 Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for March, 2020.  The chair person (s) will be 

calling you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today what 

you can volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble filling the 

few jobs we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled.  

Thanks! 

 

Tribe up for service in March 2020 

 

  Chairperson: Robert and Patsy Rand 

 

Jerry and Colleen Andresen 

Kevin and Bonnie Hauser 

Dave Johnson 

Jim Kluver 

Michael and Char Pankratz family 

Tom and Diane Pieper 

Robert and Patsy Rand 

Wayne and Annette Rosen 

Steve and Tammy Tammen 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

  2020 Offerings collected for the month of January:  $5,853.00 

 

2020 Offerings needed for the month of January:  $20,650.16 

 

Date     Attendance     Offering 

Sunday, January 5   68      $2,095.00 

Sunday, January 12   132      $1,274.00 

Sunday, January 19   41      $430.00 

Sunday, January 26   108      $2,054.00 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 

 

Robert and Geraldine Dieken 45 years on February 8 

 

Michael and Bobbie Schmidt 29 years on February 22 

 

Dennis and Amanda Young 14 years on February 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Assistants for the Month of February 

(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

  

Sunday, February 2: PowerPoint Operator: Jase Dirksen 

   Acolyte: April Jaenisch 

   Lay Reader: Ken Beyerl 

   Communion Set-Up: Ken & Jan Beyerl 

  

Sunday, February 9: PowerPoint Operator: Callie Jaenisch 

   Acolyte: Summer Kabisch 

   Lay Reader: Kathy Fritz 

   Communion Set-Up: None Needed 

  

Sunday, February 16: PowerPoint Operator: Adrienne Pankratz 

   Acolyte: Greta Meyer 

   Lay Reader: Judi Boike 

   Communion Set-Up: Michelle Jaenisch 

  

Sunday, February 23: PowerPoint Operator: Addisyn Pederson 

   Acolyte: Jack Miller 

   Lay Reader: Carissa Pederson 

   Communion Set-Up: Judy Gosseling 

 

Wednesday, February 26: PowerPoint Operator: Keegan Rand  (Ash Wednesday) 

    Acolyte: Domonic Neville 

    Lay Reader: Gary Meyer 

    Communion Set-Up: Michelle Jaenisch 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

~ Announcements ~ 

 

Pastor Joel will be on vacation Friday, February 7th – Monday, February 10th. 

 

Attention Sunday school kids and Parents!!  Sunday, February 9th the 5th and 6th graders will be 

ushering.  Please have your child to church by 8:30 a.m.  Also ALL Sunday school kids will be singing 

that day as well. 

 

 

Our next Community Meal is Sunday, February 9th serving from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  On 

the menu: Stroganoff, broccoli salad corn and bars.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  All 

are Welcome!  Cost is FREE 

 

Everyone is invited to an Open House Baby Shower honoring Cole and Katie Sabe on Saturday, 

February 8th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall here at Immanuel. 

 

Attention Quilters!!  There will be quilting every Tuesday….weather permitting. 

 

Attention Confirmation Parents!!  2 dates are still available for serving the meal before class.  Dates 

are: February 5 and 19.  Please call Michelle in the office if you are interested in serving the meal. 



Valentine’s Day dance for kids of all ages, Sunday, February 16th from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the 

fellowship hall.  There will be pizza, snacks, photo booth, and music.  Break out some valentine’s day 

colored clothes and come join in on the fun!  If you are able please bring an item to donate to the local 

food shelf. 

 

Luther Men in Mission’s Annual Pancake Supper will be held on Tuesday, February 25th from 5:00 to 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Attention Committees/Groups!!!  There will be Lenten Gatherings again this year.  Now is the time 

to sign-up for the Lenten Suppers.  Dates available are: February 26, March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1.  

Please call Michelle in the office to sign up.  Serving from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. and Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Salem Churchmen’s Chili Supper on Thursday, February 20th serving from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 

Salem Lutheran Church in Montevideo.  Adults $7.00 Children (12 and under) $3.00.  On the menu: 

Chili, Crackers, Cole Slaw, Bars, Coffee and Milk. 

 

Svea Lutheran Church presents “The Demise of the Downhome Dealers” Mystery Dinner Theater on 

February 21 and 22 at 7:00 p.m. and February 23 at 12:00 p.m.  Tickets $20.00 each.  Call Shelly 

Gatewood at 320.995.6247 for tickets. 

 

Registration is now open for Equipping Congregations Day.  Saturday, February 29, 2020 from 

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Vinje Lutheran & Bethel Lutheran Church in Willmar, MN.  If interested in 

going, please talk to Pastor Joel. 

 

Lakeland Conference Women of the ELCA Spring Gathering “THIS IS LIVIN” Saturday, March 

28, 2020 at Grace Lutheran Church in Belgrade. MN.  Cost is $10.00 which includes noon lunch.  

Registration deadline is Friday, March 20th.  Registration forms are available in the office. 
 

Green Lake Bible Camp 2020 From generation to generation 

 

”For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 

genteraions.”  Psalm 100.5 

 

Registration for Green Lake Bible Camp opens Monday, December 9th!  Early bird discount ($40.00 off 

per program) ends February 14, 2020.  Final payments will be requested by May 22, 2020.  Brochures are 

in back of church. 

 

Attention All!!!  We are missing some Confirmation pictures down in the fellowship hall.  

If anyone has the years listed and would be willing to give us a copy of the picture so we 

can get that updated that would be great!  The years we are needing are: 

 

  1952, 1956, 1957 

  1960, 1961, 1968, 1969 

   1972, 1973, 1975, 1976, 1977 

   1980, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1989 

   1991, 1997, 1998 

   2016, 2017 

 

You can send the pictures to Michelle in the church office or mail to her at 204 NE 2nd Ave PO Box 236 

Clara City, MN.  Please include names of all in the picture if able and the year.  Thanks for your help! 


