
.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (November 15 - 22) 

Today~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
             10:00 a.m. Sunday school    
             7:00 p.m. A.A meeting in conference room     

 Monday ~ 7:00 p.m. CC Lions Meeting 
 Tuesday ~ 7:00 p.m. Book Club 
     7:00 p.m. N.A. meeting in conference room  
 Wednesday ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation  
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
    10:00 a.m. Sunday school 
    7:00 p.m. A.A. meeting in conference room 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   TODAY (November 15)     NEXT SUNDAY (November 22) 
Acolyte:  Summer Kabisch      Greta Meyer 
PowerPoint: Breanna Dirksen     Maggie Jaenisch 
Lay Reader: Laurie Dieken     Annette Rosen 
Ushers: Gary & Cindy Meyer     Jim & Michelle Jaenisch family 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The October, November and December Noisy Offering will be going to the Chippewa county food 
shelf 

Generous Reflections: The concern for the faithful steward is, “Lord, 
what will you have me to do?” 
 
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do”  (Ephesians 2:10). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored by Larry and Jane Niemeyer in honor 
of their 52nd wedding anniversary today. 
  
Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 



NOVEMBER 15, 2020                                               24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 
calls us beloved.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you.  We are not faithful in using your gifts.  
We forget the least of our siblings.  We do not see your beautiful image in one another.  We are 
infected by sin that divides your beloved community.  Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes 
to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.  Amen. 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.  Through + 
Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice!  Let us live in 
the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.  Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                                      DRAWN TO THE LIGHT                   SONG LEADERS 
1. People who walk in darkness have sought, a light in the heart of the darkest night. Just when 

we thought all would be lost, we were drawn to the light of God. Dawn is in sight! Gone is 
the night, drawn to the light and the morning. Glorious and bright, oh what a sight to be 
drawn to the light of God.  

 

2. How can we tell a heaven from hell, if everyone dwells in the dark of night? Morning dispels, 
gently compels, and we’re drawn to the light of God. Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 
drawn to the light and the morning. Glorious and bright, oh what a sight to be drawn to the 
light of God. 

 

3. Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, bids us 
to come! Life has begun when we’re drawn to the light of God. Dawn is in sight! Gone is the 
night, drawn to the light and the morning. Glorious and bright, oh what a sight to be drawn to 
the light of God. 

 
GREETING                                                                                                     SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
 
KRYIE:                                                                                                     SONG LEADERS 

(Refrain) Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day.  
 

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, 
for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live 
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 

3. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, 
for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 

4. For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish 
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain)  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE:                                       SHOUT TO THE LORD               SONG LEADERS 
 My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. All of my days I want to praise the 
wonders of your mighty love. My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; let every breath, 
all that I am never cease to worship you.  
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King. Mountains 
bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.  

(Repeat 1x) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all 
that we have.  Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day 
of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
FIRST READING: ZEPHANIAH 1:7, 12-18 
 7 Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. The LORD has 
prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. 
 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those who are complacent, who 
are like wine left on its dregs, who think, ‘The LORD will do nothing, either good or bad.’ 13 Their 
wealth will be plundered, their houses demolished. Though they build houses, they will not live in 
them; though they plant vineyards, they will not drink the wine.” 14 The great day of the LORD is 
near—near and coming quickly. The cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts 
his battle cry. 15 That day will be a day of wrath—a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and 
ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness—16 a day of trumpet and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the corner towers. 17 “I will bring such distress on all people 
that they will grope about like those who are blind, because they have sinned against the LORD. 
Their blood will be poured out like dust and their entrails like dung. 18 Neither their silver nor their 
gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath.” In the fire of his jealousy the whole 
earth will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live on the earth.  The word of the 
Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 
 1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 2 Before the mountains 
were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3 You 
turn people back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” 4 A thousand years in your sight are 
like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night. 5 Yet you sweep people away in the sleep 
of death—they are like the new grass of the morning: 6 In the morning it springs up new, but by 



evening it is dry and withered.  7 We are consumed by your anger and terrified by your indignation. 
8 You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence. 9 All our days 
pass away under your wrath; we finish our years with a moan. 10 Our days may come to seventy years, 
or eighty, if our strength endures; yet the best of them are but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly 
pass, and we fly away. 11 If only we knew the power of your anger! Your wrath is as great as the fear 
that is your due. 12 Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11 
 5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and 
they will not escape. 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong 
to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be 
awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at 
night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and 
the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live 
together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are 
doing.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    SONG LEADERS 
 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia, 
alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 25:14-30 
 14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 
wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each 
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold 
went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags 
of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his master’s money. 19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 
accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ 
he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 21 “His master 
replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 22 “The man with two bags 
of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two 
more.’ 23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a 
hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So 
I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 26 “His 

master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with 
the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 “‘So take the bag of 
gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given more, and 
they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from 
them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:                     LET US TALENTS AND TONGUES        SONG LEADERS 

1. Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: bread is broken, the wine 
is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the 
Word around: loaves abound! 

 

2. Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, teaching people to live to bless, 
love in word and in deed express. Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word 
around: loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 

 

3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out, bearing fruit in a world of doubt; gives us love to tell, bread to 
share: God (Immanuel) everywhere! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word 
around: loaves abound! Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, pass the Word around: 
loaves abound! 

 
NICENE CREED                                                                                              SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who have spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sin. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                    SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                          SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen.   
 
SENDING HYMN:                         SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR            SONG LEADERS 

1. Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth 
among us hallows all our human race; you our head who throned in glory; for your own will 
ever plead; fill us with your love and pity, heal our wrong, and help our need.  
 

2. As you Lord have lived for others, so may we for others live. Freely6 have your gifts been 
granted; freely may your servants give. Yours the gold and yours the silver, yours the wealth 
of land and sea; we but stewards of your bounty held in solemn trust will be.  

 

3. Come O Christ and reign among us, King of love and Prince of peace; hush the storm of strife 
and passion, bid its cruel discords cease. By your patient years of toiling, by your silent hours 
of pain; quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, stem our selfish greed of gain.  

 

4. Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace; Word made flesh, whose birth 
among us hallows all our human race; by your praying, by your willing that your people 
should be one, grant, oh, grant our hope’s fruition, here on earth your will be done.  

 

DISMISSAL:  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  OK, WE WILL! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Once again, the Clara City Ministerial Association will be giving out Thanksgiving 
baskets and collecting items for the local food shelf.  Items for the Thanksgiving baskets 
must be donated by November 15th and are to be dropped off at your local church in the box 
provided.  We are requesting, but not limiting the donated items to: stuffing, potato’s, 
evaporated milk, jello, and the following canned items; gravy, vegetables, cranberries, 
pumpkin, and beans. 
 
Due to COVID-19; it is with great sadness to announce that the Thanksgiving Day 
Community Dinner will NOT be held at the Clara City Community Center this year.  
We are planning to continue the “Thanksgiving Day” Community Dinner in 2021.  Dean & 
Judy Gosseling; Sue Jenson 
 
 

 
Please join us for our Thanksgiving Eve Service with Communion on 

Wednesday, November 25th at 7:00 p.m.  
 

(Due to COVID, pie and coffee will not be served after the service) 
  

The office will be closed on Thursday, November 26th for Thanksgiving and also Friday, 
November 27th.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving 

 
HANGING OF THE GREENS DAY is coming Saturday, November 28th! 
It is hard to believe but the season of Advent, preparing for our Lord, is coming 
the end of this month.  That being said, it will be the time to decorate Immanuel 
into its Christmas Season finery.  Everyone is invited to come help decorate on 

Saturday morning, November 28th, starting around 9 a.m.  
 
Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers 
are available to have a friendly chat!  The Conversational Phone Line for Seniors and 
Persons with Disabilities is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  1-866-777-
0250. CarrisHealth CentraCare with support from the Willmar Area Community Foundation. 
 
The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third 
Monday of every month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, 
we have been meeting virtually every Monday via ZOOM platform.  Anyone who is affected 
by Parkinson’s Disease, or would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend our virtual 
meetings!  To learn more about this group and/or obtain log in information, please contact 
Lori Petersen at 320-321-8241 or 320-226-2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored 
by CCM Health in Montevideo. 


