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Dear friends in Christ, 

 

 October is here, which means another changing of the seasons.  Farmers will continue to harvest 

their crops, and many of us will begin raking leaves and doing extra lawn work as we prepare for winter.  

October also happened to be one of the favorite months of the year for children.  Who as a little kid 

wasn’t excited about Halloween?  Who wasn’t excited to be able to dress up in costumes, head around 

town, and enjoy the sugar rush from all the candy they received from neighbors and community 

members? 

 

 However, there is one other event that excites me about the month of October.  As we head 

towards the end of October we as a church will celebrate a special day in the church year.  No, it isn’t 

Halloween.  Rather, it is Reformation Sunday.  As we gather for worship on October 28th, we will 

celebrate the reformation message, “the righteous shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17). 

 

 But what exactly does this message mean?  To understand this we need to delve into our Lutheran 

history.  Martin Luther grew up within a tradition where you had to earn your salvation.  You had to be 

righteous.  You had to live a godly life otherwise God who is righteous would punish you for your sins.  

Luther later in his life would share these thoughts on Romans 1:17, “I hated that word, ‘the righteousness 

of God,’ by which I had been taught according to the custom and use of all teachers...that God is 

righteous and punishes the unrighteous sinner.”   Luther knew that he was to live a godly life, to strive to 

follow the example of Christ in word and deed.  However, he could never escape the feeling that he was a 

sinner, that he had not done enough to atone for his sins.  And because he had not done enough, he knew 

that God would punish him for his sins.  

 

 But as time went by Luther came to a new understanding of what the apostle Paul meant by “the 

righteous shall live by faith”.  While earning his doctorate and teaching as a professor at the University of 

Wittenberg he came to see this passage in a new light.  Luther would write, “At last mediating day and 

night, by the mercy of God, I began to understand that the righteousness of God is that through which the 

righteous live by a gift of God, namely faith.  Here I felt as if I were entirely born again and had entered 

paradise itself through the gates that had been flung open.”  Luther cam to understand that this passage 

from Romans is not talking about how we must fill all the requirements of the law or God will punish us.  

Rather he came to understand that the righteous will live by faith, that is, they trust in the grace, mercy 

and forgiveness given to them in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 

 

 Picture this way.  In Matthew 20:1-16 Jesus tells a parable of a vineyard owner who hires workers 

early in the morning for the usual daily wage.  The vineyard owner returned to the marketplace four more 

time during the day, at: 9 a.m., noon, 3 p.m., and 5 p.m. to hire more workers.  He told those workers he 

would pay them the normal daily wage. 

 

 At the end of the day the vineyard owner pays the workers; starting with those who began work 

the latest.  He gives them a full day’s wage.  The ones who began early in the day expected to receive 

more being they worked longer, but in the end they got the same, a full days wage.  And so the begin to 

grumble about fairness, they endured the heat of the day and worked longer.  But the vineyard owner tells 

them he is doing nothing wrong, they agreed for the usual daily wage.  As for those who worked less and 

yet received the same, the vineyard owner asks, “Don’t I have the right to do what I want with  my own 

money?  Or are you envious because I am generous?”  (Matthew 20:16). 

 

 What we see in this parable is what Luther came to understand.  It isn’t about our works or what 

we do, or what we think we deserve.  Rather it is all about the generosity of God.  And this generosity is 

for all people.  Simply put, it is all about grace.  Those who worked for a shorter time did not get what 

they deserved.  Rather, they received grace form the vineyard owner.  They were given what they didn’t 



deserve.  In the same way, we who are sinners do not get what we deserve; we do not get eternal 

punishment for our sin.  Rather we receive grace; we get what we do not deserve, namely forgiveness and 

a place in the family of God. 

 

 My friends, this is the good news we hear as we celebrate the reformation.  We do not have to 

earn our salvation.  We do not have to wonder whether God loves us, or whether we have done enough to 

make him love us.  Our sin, our failings, our shortcomings, will not separate us from the love of God.  For 

as we turn towards our heavenly Father we find that Christ has made us righteous!  The apostle Paul 

wrote, “The righteous shall live by faith.”  May we continue to live by that faith!  May we continue to 

trust in those promises that God has made to us in our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

 Happy Reformation! 

 

 

  Pastor Joel 
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Council Meeting Minutes       

September 10, 2018 

 

Attending: Josh VanDerPol, Kathy Fritz, Sandy Scanlon, Ross Pederson, Duane Jaenisch, Gary Meyer, 

Pastor Joel, Robbie Dirksen, LuAnn Kruger 

Absent: Tammy Jaenisch 

Others attending: Harlan Broers 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Josh VanDerPol. 

In Mark 8, Jesus asked his disciples ‘Who do you say I am?’ Peter responded with ’the Messiah”.   Jesus 

began telling them of the evil things that would begin to happen to him.  Peter asked him not to say things 

like that.  Jesus told Peter he was looking at those things from a human point of view.  To follow him, and 

individual must put aside his own pleasures and follow him closely.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German 

pastor and theologian, has said that grace is costly.  In Bonhoeffer’s book, it   requires those who follow 

him to deny themselves and meet God at the pain and suffering of others and face up to evil. 

 

Agenda: One item added to new business.  Agenda was M/S/P for acceptance. 

 

Reports:  

Secretary Report: M/S/P 

Treasurer Report: Current checkbook balance is currently $46155.02.  Designated funds from this balance 

include $654.59 for noisy offering (Food for Kidz); $738 for Food for Kidz remaining from precious 

year; $1500 remaining of Grussing donation; and $338.62 for community meals.  Entire checking to date 

is $46155.02.  Harlan transferred $100,000 from a CD to savings for payment for stained glass window 

payments.  One CD remains valued at $28,157.28.  After no further discussion, council M/S/P the 

treasurer’s report. 

 

Committee Reports: 

-Refurbishing of the stained glass windows continues and looks terrific.  Harlan has provided them with a 

down payment.  So far, about 60 hours of wood repair has occurred.  This amount was unable to be 

determined and will be pain beyond original bid based on time and materials.  The company has stated 

that they are willing to paint louvers on top of towers.  Committee will ask for a bid first.  Bell tower 

repairs received a bid ‘not to exceed $2500’.  Council M/S/P obtaining necessary repairs.  The bell    

tower is schedule for clean out on September 15 at 9 a.m. so repairs can be done.  The parsonage is    

generally complete, waiting on a new door between house and garage (needed to be fire proof).         

Installation of the egress windows in the basement will likely not occur till spring because of excessive 

ground moisture.  Bats have been determined to be entering the elevator tower due to an improper seal on 

the roof.  Committee will repair.  Keyed electronic locks on 2 doors in church are scheduled for wiring 

this week.  The sanctuary fans have been repaired.     

-Congregational Life Committee met this evening.  They will be preparing a meal for volunteers for 

God’s Work, Our Hands on September 22nd.  They are making plans for a bowling party around October 

27th.  Committee is also checking on providing a movie opportunity again for the congregation.  The 

suggested movie is ‘God Bless the Broken Road’.  Caroling followed by pizza is being planned for the 



2nd Sunday in December. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Written report was available and reviewed by members. 

 

Old Business:  
None 

 

New Business: 

-Although the old safe has not been functional for years, it has suddenly locked!  A lock combination was 

found, but did not open the safe.  Many documents are in the safe and need to be kept.  A locksmith came 

at no cost and suggested only one company he knew could open such a safe because of age.  Council 

M/S/P to pay up to $1500 for a company from St. Cloud to open the safe. 

-Noisy offering will be designated for Safe Avenues for the next quarter; earlier postponed for Food for 

Kidz. 

-Council M/S/P providing Michelle Kleene a monetary ordination gift.  Michelle will be ordained on 

October 5th. 

 

Council M/S/P to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council    Rev. Joel Gueningsman 

September 10, 2018  (Aug. 14th—Sept. 10th) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pastoral Acts 

 45 pastoral visits, presided @ 1 wedding Lucas Doeskens & Sarah Layman (Sept. 8th). 

 

Worship 

 Communion Service @ CCCC 9/5 

 

Education/Youth & Family 

 Confirmation meeting was Aug. 20th @ 7pm.  Start date for confirmation Sept. 12th.  We are 

in our New Testament year. 

 Rally Sunday Sept 9th.  National youth gathering youth assisted with leading worship.  

Following worship the youth that attended the national youth gathering presented on their 

trip, followed by a congregational meal. 

 Adult bible study to begin this Sunday the 16th @ 7pm.  Will continue the third Sunday of 

every month. 

 

Mission & Outreach 

 Next community meal will be Oct. 14th, serving commercials. 

 “God’s Work, Our Hands” event coming up on Saturday September 22nd.  “Food for Kidz” 

packaging event, hoping to package 43,000 meals. 

 

Wider Church 

 Nothing to report at this time. 

 

Pastoral Care 

 Fall Theological Conference Oct. 7-9th @ Luther Crest & Mount Carmel Ministries in 

Alexandria. 

 Collegeville rural fellowship Oct. 15-16th @ St. John’s University (Immigration as an 

opportunity & challenge) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for November, 2018. The chair person (s) will be calling 

you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way. Start thinking today what you can 

volunteer to help with...oh, and please say yes! We have been having a lot of trouble filling the few jobs 

we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled. Thanks!                   

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tribe up for service in November 2018 

 

  Chairperson:  Gary and Cindy Meyer 

 

Robbie and Rachelle Dirksen family 

Ross and Brenda Harms 

Jerry and Diane Holien 

Dave Johnson 

Gary and Cindy Meyer 

Dwight and Jan Mulder 

Bryce Orwick family 

Byran and Pam Sulflow 

Nola Sulflow 

Jason and Shea Zook family 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Attention Thrivent members.  Please remember to designate your Thrivent Choice dollars to your 

congregation, these add up and really help our parish.  Each Thrivent member can apply for two Action 

Grants of $250 each year to use for projects and ministries.  Every quarter (by the end of the month) 

March, June, Sept and Dec. call the Thrivent Choice Dollar toll free at 1-800-847-4836.  They will ask 

where to send them: Immanuel Lutheran PO Box 236 Clara City, MN 56222 or where else?  Give name 

and address.  Do this every 3 months.  If you need more information, help with and application or ideas 

on how to use  your grants, talk to Pastor Joel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sunday, October 14th is Pastor Appreciation Day 

 

Thank you Pastor Joel for all you do. 

For your work, your kindness and guidance too 

We’re so blessed that you’re our Pastor 

And our lives you’ve truly touched! 

 

Please join us after worship that day for cake in honor of  

Pastor Joel 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May the faith you believe in be your key to open the doors to: 

   HOPE, when all seems lost, 

   JOY, when despair consumes you, 

   LOVE, when hatred affects you, and 

   PEACE, when turmoil surrounds you. 

  Guard it well, and keep it close...this precious key. 

 For when it is lost, all is lost.  But when it is found, it will set you free and always guide 

you HOME. 

 

Confirmation Class of 2018 

The Affirmation of Baptism will be held on Sunday, October 28 at 9:00 a.m.  There will be a 

reception in their honor in the basement following that morning’s worship.  The following young 

people will be confirmed in their faith: 

 

Morgan Essendrup, daughter of James and LeAnn Essendrup 

Brady Kienitz, son of Wendell and Kelli Kienitz 

Johnathan Kruger, son of LuAnn Kruger 

Emma Rand, daughter of Keith and Sarah Rand 

Ashlyn Schmidt, daughter of Mike and Bobbie Schmidt 

McKenzie Sweep, daughter of Duane Sweep 

Kennedy Tatge, daughter of Malinda Klaassen & Josh Tatge 

 

May God bless their special day and continue to be with them as they continue on their faith 

journey walking in God’s light.  Congratulations, Confirmands! 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 

 

Bob and Sharon Jaenisch 49 years on October 4 

 

Dave and Deb Roskens 47 years on October 2 

 

Jack and Deb Hosek 40 years on October 14 

 

Todd and Lori Prekker 37 years on October 3 

 

Corrie and Kathy Swenson 37 years on October 3 

 

Bob and Patsy Rand 37 years on October 3 

 

Gary and Deb Nelson 36 years on October 23 

 

Myron and Vonnie Bluhm 34 years on October 13 

 

Duane and Michele Shubert 23 years on October 28 

 

Chad and Ronda Fank 22 years on October 19 

 

Joel and Amy Niemeyer 17 years on October 20 

 

Andrew and Stephanie Johnson 2 years on October 1 

 

Ben and Brittany Bergo 2 years on October 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2018 Offerings collected for the month of September: $7,819.00 

 

    (plus the offering we receive on September 30) 

 

        

2018 Offerings needed for the month of September:  $18,796.67 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

Helper Schedule for the Month of October 

(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 7: PowerPoint Operator:  Domonic Neville 

   Acolyte:  Hailey Wilkens 

   Lay Reader:  Youth—Emma Rand  

   Communion Set-Up:  Nancy Gosseling 

 

 

Sunday, October 14: PowerPoint Operator:  Emersen Tatge 

   Acolyte:  Austin Sweep 

   Lay Reader:  Gary Meyer 

   Communion Set-Up:  Sara Sabe 

 

 

Sunday, October 21: PowerPoint Operator:  April Jaenisch 

   Acolyte:  Jasmine Colby 

   Lay Reader:  Laurie Dieken 

   Communion Set-Up:  Carissa Pederson 

 

 

Sunday, October 28: PowerPoint Operator:  Sawyer Janssen 

   Acolyte:  Aleah DeBoer 

   Lay Reader:  Cindy Meyer 

   Communion Set-Up:  Michelle Jaenisch 

 

 

 

 



 

Women’s Ministry 

 

 

The Lakeland Conference Women of the ELCA Fall Gathering was held Thursday, September 

27, 2018 at Green Lake Bible Camp.  The theme was “From Sorrow to Joy” and speaker was 

Pastor Daniel Bowman from the Hawk Creek Lutheran Church in Franklin, MN. 

 

 

 

Our fall bake sale and luncheon will be held Saturday, November 3, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Circle 8, Cindy Meyer and Donna Sparks Co-Chairs will prepare and setup and Circle 4, Tania 

Jaenisch and Tammy Jaenisch Co-Chairs, will serve and cleanup.  Each family is asked to donate 

$15 worth of product for the bake sale.  Items should be at the church by 10:00 a.m. 

Menu: Homemade soups 

Hot Turkey Sandwich 

Pies and Desserts 

Beverage 

 

 

      Carol Groff        

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

Danke, Gracias, Merci, Mahalo! There are not words enough to express thanks to the 101 

generous volunteers from 5 years old to 88 years young who worked with good cheer and 

perseverance to make God’s Work, Our Hands day a success. You made a difference in the fight 

against local and global hunger. Our goal for the Food for Kidz pack day was 43,000 meals and 

we packed 44,400. (Last year’s pack was 37,584.) The Chippewa County Food Bank received 

3888 meals. MACCRAY MAC-PAC got 648 meals. The rest will be distributed world-wide to 

children in need. In addition, 151 entrees of mac & cheese, Spaghettios, and Raviolis were 

donated for the MAC-PAC program. Thank you to everyone who donated for ingredient cost, 

packed, set up, cleaned up, and made and served the delicious lunch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

 

 

Open House Bridal Shower honoring Katie Waldhalm bride-elect of Cole Sabe on Saturday, October 

6th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  The couple is registered at Target and 

www.zola.com/wedding/katieandcole18 

 

Mark your calendar for our next Community Meal Sunday, October 14th serving from 5:00 to 6:30 

p.m.  On the menu: Commercials, Green beans and dessert.  Cost: FREE.  All are Welcome! 

 

Children of the Promise will be holding their first annual corn maze in Clara City this September 1st 

through October 31st.  They are inviting our congregation to join them in the fun found on Wolverine 

Drive.  The maze is 8 acres, paired with pumpkins, treats, and special events every weekend.  Hours are 

Thursday: 3-11 p.m., Friday &  Saturday: 9 a.m.—11 p.m. and Sunday: noon—6 p.m.  All profits will go 

to Children of Promise.  Our mission to provide a healthy, Christian home and family for every      

Haitian child.  For more information, go to facebook.com /1SEEDMN. 

 

United Lutheran Church in Lake Lillian, MN is hosting its annual Fall festival on Thursday, October 

4, 2018 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Swedish Meatball Supper, Produce, Craft and Bake Sale Adults $10,  6-

12 years $3, 5 years $ under FREE.  Menu: Swedish Meatballs, Potatoes, Vegetable, Beverage, Coleslaw, 

Rolls, and Desserts. 

 

Come and See what’s happening at Hope Lutheran’s Annual Fall Bazaar in Sunburg!    Saturday, 

October 6th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served: Wild Rice Soup or Chili, Ham 

Sandwiches, Salad, Rommegrot and a variety of Pies.  Visit the Bakery Shoppe for a great selection of 

Scandinavian Goodies.  There will also be a great variety of Home Grown Fruits and Vegetables along 

with some home canned Jams, Jellies, Salsas etc.  See the Aprons and Crafts area for gifts. 

 

Camo GK Bear Saturday, October 6, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Rice Hospital—Lakeland 

Auditorium.  Camp GK Bear is a one day camp for children, Grades K-6 who have experienced the death 

of a significant person in their life.  Cost: Free.  Lunch, snacks and beverages are provided.  Pre-

registration is required, forms are in the Church office, deadline is Friday, September 28th.  If you have 

additional     questions, please call 320-231-4442. 

 

Fall Frenzy Youth Retreat Friday, October 12, 6:00 p.m. to Saturday, October 13, 5:00 p.m. at Green 

Lake Bible Camp for Grades 2-6.  Join us for fun activities, games, songs and campfires!  This retreat is a 

great chance for campers to get a taste of camp in the fall and for new campers to have a short 

introduction to the camp experience.  Fee: $65.  Register online at www.gllm.org or mail the completed 

form to Green Lake Bible Camp (forms available in the office). 

 

Montevideo Area Memory Loss Network (MAMLN) is proud to present Patient-Centered        

Dementia Care & How to Provide Quality Care While Caring for Yourself on Tuesday, October 9, 

2018 from 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the American Legion in Montevideo.  To order tickets of for more 

information contact Lori Petersen at 320-226-2343. 

 

Prairie Five RIDES is seeking volunteer drivers to join them in providing safe, reliable            

transportation to individuals in our communities.  Prairie Five RIDES volunteer drivers are reimbursed 

the federal mileage rate for the us of their vehicle (currently $0.545 per mile) and choose when and where 

they are available to travel.  Please contact us at 1-877-757-4337 for more information on joining our 

program in giving back to the community. 



Attention Youth & Parents!  There will be Confirmation on Wednesday, October 17th!! 

 

   

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Please remember to contact the church office at 320-847-2138: 

 

 If there is a change in your address, phone number, name or any circumstances so that our records can 

be updated. 

 When your group, committee, or organization plans to have a meeting so it is cleared on the calendar 

and the church is available. 

 When a member of your family or someone you know is admitted to the hospital so visits can be 

made. 

 

 

 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 



 


