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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
Like many of you I am excited about this time of year, although not the drop in temperature.  One of the 
things I am excited about as we head into September is the return of football.  Maybe the 54th time will be 
the charm for the Vikings and they will finally win the Super Bowl!  
 
Now to win the big game the Vikings and 31 other teams have put in a lot of preparation and training.  
When the season ended last year, for many it did not really end. Sure, maybe players took a month or two 
off but then it was right back to work. It was right back to training so that in the end they can fulfill their 
goal of raising the Lombardi Trophy.  
 
As I think about this, I believe our lives as Christians are no different.  There are no off-days when it 
comes to the life of faith.  We are called day in and day out to live deeper and deeper into the covenant of 
baptism.  In proverbs 22:6 we hear these words, “Train up a child in the way they should go, and when 
old they will not stray.”  Now I think we could argue that it is not only children who need to be training 
but all of us.  One of my theology professors at Concordia University in St. Paul would put it this way, 
“Whether it is physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritually we never stop learning. One thing is 
certain in this life and it is that you will always learn something new.”   
 
Martin Luther when writing on faith would share these words, “Faith is a living, busy, active, mighty 
thing.” So how do we keep it living, busy, active, and mighty?  Well just like a football player trains, a 
musician practices, or just like we make sure we have enough food, water, and sleep to function; so in our 
lives of faith we take time to be strengthened and trained by God.  
 
As you all know our program year begins September 8th and we will once again have many wonderful 
opportunities to “train”; to have God deepen and strengthen our faith. Of course the main way is through 
worship as God feeds us through word and sacrament. Come and join us every Sunday at 9am! 
 
There is Sunday school.  If you are interested in helping with Sunday school, with nurturing and training 
the next generation and being nurtured and trained by these young Christians please give us a call in the 
office.   
 
There is confirmation. I am still looking for four mentors to serve as small group leaders to lead and share 
their faith with the confirmands and to grow in their faith as they learn from the confirmands.   
 
Adult Bible study is also in the works. Originally I had planned leading on Sunday morning following 
worship. However, I am assisting with Sunday school during that time.  In light of this some ideas I have 
been mulling over include: a congregation led study guided by a dvd based curriculum, a bible study on a 
weekday evening, and what I call theology on tap which would be a Bible study possibly at Kegger’s Bar 
and Grill.  If you have any ideas, input or are interested in being a part of or leading adult Bible study 
please contact me.  
 
There are times for service to grow in love for our neighbor. September 8th will be our next community 
meal.  Volunteers are always need and appreciated. On September 21st we will have our food packaging 
event.  You can sign up on the sign-up sheet in the sanctuary or give us a call in the office.   
 
In Christ,  
               Pastor Joel  
 
 
 



ELCA CHURCH WIDE ASSEMBLY 2019 HIGHLIGHTS (all information taken from 

livinglutheran.org) 

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Day one 

 

The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly began Aug. 5 at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee, meeting 
through Aug. 10. Day one consisted of opening worship and the first plenary session, at which the 
election of the presiding bishop by ecclesiastical ballot began. At the opening of plenary session two on 
Aug. 6, ELCA Secretary Chris Boerger reported that the first ballot for presiding bishop was invalid due 
to an earlier invalid vote on bylaws, and that the vote would be held again. 

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Day two 

 

The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly continued Aug. 6 at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. Day 
two included the second plenary session, at which Elizabeth Eaton was re-elected on the first ballot as 
presiding bishop; “Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Lutheran Call to Action” was introduced; and a 
presentation was given of the “Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent.” It also included 
the third plenary session, at which, among other items, a new interreligious policy statement was 
introduced and Silvía Genz, pastor president of the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in 
Brazil, offered greetings. 

 

 

 



2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Day three 

 

The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly reconvened Aug. 7 at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. 
During morning plenary, Chris Boerger, secretary of the ELCA, gave his report and was later presented 
with the Servus Dei award. Later, assembly attendees and community members participated in the 
AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities) walk and prayer vigil in support of migrant families. 

During afternoon plenary, the assembly heard the report from the ELCA vice president, Bill Horne. 
Voting members continued debate and action on memorials, including adoption of a memorial making the 
ELCA a sanctuary church body. The ELCA is the first North American denomination to declare itself a 
sanctuary church body. Voting members also cast their first ballot for ELCA secretary: with 866 ballots, 
646 votes were required for an election. There was no election. 

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Day four 

 

On day four of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting members and guests reconvened Aug. 8 at 
the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. The presiding bishop and treasurer of the ELCA presented their 
reports. The assembly received greetings from several ecumenical and interreligious guests prior to 
considering—and adopting—“A Declaration of Inter-religious Commitment.” Voting members also cast a 



second common ballot to elect churchwide boards, the ELCA Church Council and committees, and a 
second ballot for ELCA secretary, which narrowed down the vote to the top seven nominees. 

Among other key actions, voting members adopted resolutions to condemn white supremacy and to 
commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance in the ELCA for the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9—the nine 
people who were shot and killed June 17, 2015, during a Bible study at Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C. 

Voting members also approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022. This includes a current fund 
spending authorization of $68,378,325 for 2020, and a current fund income proposal of $68,442,034 for 
2021 and $68,507,018 for 2022. 

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Day five 

 

On day five of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting members and guests reconvened Aug. 9 at 
the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. The assembly adopted the social statement “Faith, Sexism and 
Justice: A Call to Action” and its implementing resolutions. 

April Larson, the first woman bishop in the ELCA, called the assembly’s attention to the fiftieth 
anniversary of the ordination of women, the fortieth anniversary of women of color and the tenth 
anniversary of the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly’s vote to remove barriers to ordination for people 
in same-gender marriages. Assembly worship celebrated the gifts of women leaders, with Patricia 
Davenport, Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod bishop, presiding and Tiffany Chaney, pastor of Gathered 
by Grace, Montgomery, Ala., preaching. 

The assembly adopted “A strategy toward authentic diversity within the ELCA.” 

Sue Rothmeyer, a deacon who serves as executive for administration with the office of the secretary, was 
elected Secretary. Rothmeyer was elected on the fifth ballot with 509 votes to 402 votes for the Lamont 
Wells, pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Roosevelt, N.Y. 



Other assembly actions included: the adoption of an ordination rite for Ministers of Word and Service and 
the adoption of memorials concerning the church’s call to accompany migrants and the fiftieth 
anniversary of the ordination of women. 

During the evening assembly members and guests gathered for the women’s ordination anniversaries 
banquet, “We Are Church, We Are Called.” 

2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly – Day six 

 

The sixth and final day of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly began Aug. 10 with worship at the 
Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. The service featured youth and young adult leaders and was presided 
over by Ben Hogue, a pastor of Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington D.C. Elizabeth Eaton, 
ELCA presiding bishop, delivered the sermon. Sue Rothmeyer, a deacon and executive for administration 
with the office of the secretary, was installed as secretary. 

In the last plenary, voting members and guests heard a personal story from Desta Ronning Goehner, 
director of congregational relations at California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks. On Nov. 7, 2018, 
a shooter murdered 13 people at a bar where university students regularly gathered. Cal Lutheran graduate 
Justin Meek was among those killed. Ronning Goehner lifted up the church’s commitment to ending gun 
violence and caring for those who grieve. Following her testimony, the assembly participated in a litany 
lamenting gun violence. 

The assembly adopted a substitute memorial regarding healthcare benefits for churchwide employees. 
Remaining resolutions were deferred to the ELCA Church Council. 

Those gathered gave thanks for the service of outgoing bishops and Church Council members and 
rejoiced in the election of new bishops. It was announced that the host city for the 2022 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly is Columbus, Ohio. Eaton dismissed the assembly with the sending: “Go in peace! 
Share the good news!” 



Council Meeting Minutes 

August 12, 2019 
 

Attending: Josh VanDerPol; Kathy Fritz; Duane Jaenisch; Gary Meyer; Pastor Joel; Sandy Scanlon; 
Robbie Dirksen; Tammy Jaenisch; LuAnn Kruger 
Absent: Ross Pederson 
Others Present: Harlan Broers 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Josh VanDerPol at 7:50 p.m. 
Devotions and prayer were led by Pastor Joel.  Reading from Luke 12, Pastor Joel reminded us this is one 
of the most difficult readings in the Bible.  In this chapter, Jesus tells his disciples that earthly life offers 
many different lifestyles, for example riches, fame, fortune.  He reminds us that focusing on the way of 
God – living a loving and give life – will cause division in families.  Allegiance lies with someone greater 
than family – God.  Walk in the way of God, thinking less of ourselves and more of other.  Walk in the 
way of love. 
 
Agenda: Additions were made to the agenda.  Council then M/S/P to accept the agenda with no further 
changes. 
 
Reports:  
Secretary Report: Minutes from June were reviewed by council.  With no discussion, minutes were 
M/S/P. 
 
Treasurer Report: Designated funds in the checking account include $236.69 for noisy offering (God’s 
Work Our Hands – Food 4 Kidz).  Undesignated funds in the checking count total $23,806.77.  In total, 
checking account balance is $24,043.46.  The donation of $3000 received each month has been offered as 
$2300 undesignated funds while $700 is designated for building maintenance.  Harlan reported that an 
inspector (paid for by an anonymous donor) has checked the bell tower and deemed it safe.  The bell can 
be rung safely.  Council M/S/P the treasurer’s report. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Cemetery Committee: All tress have been planted. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor report presented and duplicated in newsletter.  Also spoke of the church wide 
assembly.  Notes of which will also be included in the newsletter.  Pastor Joel felt the community worship 
service went well, but felt it may have been better attended if churches may not have held their regular 
worship service prior. 
 
Old Business: 

-Repair and addition of tile in the fellowship hall started today.  The carpet will also be done this week.  
No one is sure if heat tape has been placed on the flat roof above the elevator.  Basement in the parsonage 
is getting wet when rains are heavy.  Robbie will check into the cost of trenching around the inside and 
installation of a sump pump.  It has not been possible to get the egress windows installed in the parsonage 
as yet. 
-Kathy Fritz expressed an interest in becoming the new church treasurer.  Kathy has a 2 year degree in 
accounting and knows Quick Books.  Kathy spoke with her supervisor at Heritage Bank about being hired 
for the position.  Her supervisor has offered to audit the books as she currently does it for another church.  
Council M/S/P hiring Kathy for the position. 
 
 



-Kathy reported that VBS was successful with 49 kids registered.  The theme was ‘Who is My Neighbor’, 
based on the parable of the Good Samaritan.  Two speakers, Harold G. and Ian, spoke of growing up in 
their home countries.  The kids were very interested and asked great questions.  Crafts such as bar soap, 
lip balm, silhouettes, laundry soap, pine cone bird feeders were made for Immanuel’s blessings bags and 
the nursing home.  As always, games was a highlight. 
 
New Business: 

-Money counters were determined: 
 August: Sandy Scanlon, Duane Jaenisch 
 September: Gary Meyer, LuAnn Kruger 
 October: Tammy Jaenisch, Ross Pederson 
 
Council M/S/P to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attention All!!!  We are missing some Confirmation pictures down in the fellowship 

hall.  If anyone has the years listed and would be willing to give us a copy of the picture 

so we can get that updated that would be great!  The years we are needing are: 

 

  1952, 1956, 1957 

    1960, 1961, 1968, 1969 

    1972, 1973, 1975, 1976, 1977 

    1980, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1989 

    1991, 1997, 1998 

    2015, 2016, 2017 

 

You can send the pictures to Michelle in the church office or mail to her at 204 NE 2nd Ave PO Box 236 

Clara City, MN.  Please include names of all in the picture if able and the year.  Thanks for your help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 

August 12, 2019 (June 10th to Aug. 12th) 

 

 
Pastoral Acts 

• 52 pastoral visits 

• Presided at 3 funerals Edward Durheim, Hermoine Barron, & Cheryl Bodin 

• 2 weddings hosted at Immanuel: Nicole Kleene & Andrew Niemeyer on June 22nd (presiding: 
Rev. Dan Croonquist of the ACT Parish, and Brittany Bjorndahl & Brent Karow on July 22nd 
(presiding: Rev. Amy Juel of Maynard Lutheran. 

 
Worship 

• Led Communion service @ CCCC on 7/1 & 8/6 

• Led Monday morning worship/Bible study @ CCCC on 7/8, 7/15, 7/22 

• Led mid-week worship @ CCCC on 7/25 
 
Education/Youth & Family 

• VBS was July 28th to Aug. 1st.  Curriculum from ELCA World Hunger “Who is my neighbor.”  
49 kids registered.  A Big thank you to Kathy Fritz, LuAnn Kruger, & Trista Rand for the 
planning!!!  Also a huge thank you to all who helped during the week!!! 

• No WELCA Bible study in July; led WELCA BIBLE study on Aug. 7th. 

• Rally Sunday set for Sept. 8th, campers to possibly host a thank you meal following Sunday 
school in honor of congregational support of Bible camp. 

• Sunday school meeting set for Wednesday August 14th @ 630pm 

• Confirmation orientation set for Monday August 19th @ 7pm.  This year is the Lutheran year; we 
will study: Luther and the reformation, along with the catechism. 

• Adult Bible study to begin following worship on Sept. 15h 
 
Mission & Outreach 

• Prairie Fest worship in the park held on July 14th followed by community meal.  Served roughly 
170 people if I remember correctly. 

• Community meal Aug. 12th.  On the menu: ham, scalloped potatoes, creamy cucumbers, mixed 
veg, and ice cream. 

• “God’s Work Our Hand’s” food packaging event with food4kidz will be on Sept 21st this year. 
 
Wider Church 

• ELCA Church wide assembly held in Milwaukee, WI (Aug. 5th to Aug. 10th) 
 To read about or to watch any of the highlights of the assembly check out the ELCA’s 
Facebook page, go to ELCA website https://www.elca.org/churchwideassembly, look for news in 
the latest edition of The Lutheran Magazine, or stop by to chat about what we as the ELCA are up 
to. 
 

Pastoral Care 

• Final meeting of rural fellowship in Collegeville was Monday July 8th through Wednesday July 
10th.  It was a wonderful two years gathering with colleagues as we thought about and addressed 
many issues that are pertinent to rural life and ministry. 
 
 



 Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for October, 2019.  The chair person (s) will be 
calling you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today what 
you can volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble filling the 
few jobs we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled.  
Thanks! 
 

Tribe up for service in October 2019 
 

  Chairperson: Phyllis Rand 
 
Ken and Jan Beyerl 
Myron and Vonnie Bluhm 
Mark and Amy DeBoer 
Harold and Megan Goedgedrag 
Dave and Ann Hovda 
Jesse and Andrea Prekker family 
Tami Prekker 
Jim and Linda Rhode 
Kathy Speiser 
Roger and Linda Wilkens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
  2019 Offerings collected for the month of August:  $5,561.00 
 
2019 Offerings needed for the month of August:  $20,380.83.00 
 
Date     Attendance     Offering 
 
Sunday, August 4   74      $1,227.00  
Sunday, August 11   75      $1,385.00 
Sunday, August 18   79      $1,416.00 
Sunday, August 25   77      $1,533.00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 
 

Gordon and Mary Ann Jaenisch 65 years on September 12 
 
Kenny and Joyce Klaassen 50 years on September 26 
 
Bob and Alice DeGrote 49 years on September 26 
 
Jerry and Colleen Andresen 47 years on September 1 
 
Delbert and Corinne Kimpling 46 years on September 29 
 
Lonnie and LuAnn Hansen 38 years on September 3 
 
Rod and Patty Rand 37 years on September 11 
 
Ron and Karin Koenen 35 years on September 8 
 
Clint and Nancy Nielsen 31 years on September 24 
 
Mark and Kim Miller 24 years on September 9 
 
Jim and LeAnn Essendrup 20 years on September 18 
 
Ross and Carissa Pederson 15 years on September 18 
 
Chris and Jessica Steffens 13 years on September 23 
 
Jason and Shea Zook 7 years on September 15 
 
Lucas and Sarah Doesken 1 year on September 8 
 
Timothy and Sarah Ellis 1 year on September 21 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 

 

 

The Church office will be closed on Monday, September 2nd for Labor Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Helper Schedule for the Month of September 
(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

  
Sunday, September 1: PowerPoint Operator: Greta Meyer 
   Acolyte: Jack Miller 
   Lay Reader: Laurie Dieken 
   Communion Set-Up: Judy Gosseling 
  
Sunday, September 8: PowerPoint Operator: Jase Dirksen  (Rally Sunday) 

   Acolyte: Domonic Neville 

   Lay Reader: Annette Rosen 
   Communion Set-Up: LuAnn Kruger 
  
Sunday, September 15: PowerPoint Operator: Callie Jaenisch 
   Acolyte: Emersen Tatge 
   Lay Reader: Cindy Meyer 
   Communion Set-Up: Michele Shubert 
  
Sunday, September 22: PowerPoint Operator: Adrienne Pankratz 
   Acolyte: April Jaenisch 
   Lay Reader: Michele Shubert 
   Communion Set-Up: Nancy Gosseling 
 
Sunday, September 29: PowerPoint Operator: Addisyn Pederson 
   Acolyte: Sawyer Janssen 
   Lay Reader: Ken Beyerl 
   Communion Set-Up: Ken & Jan Beyerl 
 
 

 

~ ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 

 
  

Bethany Reformed Church invites you to their Annual Fall Benefit Supper on Wednesday, 

September 4th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  They will be serving a turkey commercial dinner along with a 
homemade dessert.  All proceeds will go towards the Clara City Ambulance, Clara City Fire Department 
and the Clara City Aquatic Center.  Come and enjoy an evening of fellowship as a community!  
Inflatables in the gym for the kids. 
 
St. Clara’s Catholic Church invites you to their Fall Get-Together Saturday, September 7th 

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Grilled Burgers, Brats and sides served a la cart.  Horseback Rides, Live Music, 
Minnow Races, Turtle Races, Farmers Market, Bake Sale, Raffles, Medallion Hunt and Beer Garden. 
Mark your Calendar!  Rally Sunday is Sunday, September 8th!  Please let us know if you are willing to 
help plan, teach or team teach Sunday school this year.  Sunday school will begin this day followed by a 
meal at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
Immanuel’s next Community Meal is Sunday, September 8th.  Serving from 5:00 to 
6:30 p.m.  Cost: FREE.  All are Welcome! 



Joy Bible Study will start up for the year on Monday, September 9th at 1:30 p.m.   
 
Quilting will begin on Tuesday, September 10th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
The Rice Hospice Program will be offering Healing Heart Bereavement Support Groups for 
individuals who have experienced the death of a loved one.  In Willmar at Rice Hospital from 3:00 to 
4:00 p.m. on Monday, September 16, 2019 and will continue to meet on Monday, September 23, 30, 
October 7, 14, and 21.  In Montevideo at Luther Haven Nursing Home from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 18, 2019 and will continue to meet on Wednesday, September 25, October 2, 9, 
16, and 23. 
 
Fall Colors Retreat at Green Lake Lutheran Camp House.  September 19-22, 2019.  Fee: 3 nights 
$148, 2 nights $103.  Enjoy the beautiful fall weather in the north woods and local attractions at your own 
pace and return to Camp House to rest each evening.  Your package includes suppers at 6:30 p.m. and 
breakfasts at 8:30 a.m. each day you attend, as well as lodging at our rustic and peaceful Camp House 
site.  Register online at www.gllm.org or contact Green Lake Bible Camp at 320-796-2181. 

 

Hunger Hurts – Stand up for Kids!  Immanuel’s 4th God’s Work, Our Hands 

Day of service will be Saturday, September 21, 2019, so please mark your 
calendars and plan to pitch in for a joyous day of volunteering as we pack for 

Good for Kidz.  Assembly line packing will run from 9:30 to about 2:00, or when the job is done.  
Support jobs include set-up, check-in, inside delivery of supplies, box assembly, truck loading and these 
jobs range for time periods from 8:30 am – 3 pm.  Lunch will be served mid-day.  You are invited to sign-
up for the whole day of part of the day.  Any age (minimum 5 years old and no maximum age!), any 
group, any individual willing to help feed children and fight local and world hunger are welcome.  If 
MACCRAY students need volunteer hours, this will be a great opportunity.  Our goal this year is packing 
43,000!!! meals, so we could use your help.  Contact Michelle at the Immanuel Church Office at 847-
2138, email ilc236@hcinet.net or text/call 320-894-6649 to volunteer or for information. 
 

Hope Pregnancy Center invites you to our Annual Celebration of Life Fundraising Banquet that 

will be held at the Willmar Conference Center on Monday, September 23, 2019.  Dr. William Lile, a 
medical doctor with a powerful story will be our keynote speaker.  Doors open at 5:15 p.m. with a social 
Hour & Silent Auction starting at 5:30 p.m.  Dinner, Live Auction & Program will begin at 6:30 p.m.  No 
tickets are required, but an RSVP is necessary!  To reserve your place at a table, call 320-235-7619 or 
register online at findhopepc.com/donors & follow the prompts. 
 
The annual Lakeland Conference “Fall Gathering” will be held on Thursday, September 26, 2019 

at Green Lake Bible Camp in Spicer.  Registration begins at 5:00 p.m. and the Gathering will begin at 
6:30 p.m.  Cost is $10.00 which includes dinner.  The theme is “To Be A Blessing”.  Deadline for 
registration is Sept. 18.  Please let Michelle know in the office if you are interested in attending.  You can 
also register the day of the Gathering as well. 
 

Reminder as you start your spring cleaning, after garage sales or any time, there is a collection box 

for Soles for Souls box in the narthex.  We take any kind, any condition of shoes, and any size.  We 
even collect SINGLE shoes.  We do take flip flops. 
 


