
.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (September 27 – October 4) 

Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

   10:00 a.m. Sunday school  

 Wednesday ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation  

 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

    5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Community Meal pickup down church alleyway 

    10:00 a.m. Sunday school 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   TODAY (September 27)     NEXT SUNDAY (October 4) 

Acolyte:  Addisyn Pederson     Keegan Rand 

PowerPoint: Sam Miller      Peyton Schlaagel 

Lay Reader: Michele Shubert     Ken Beyerl 

Ushers: Gary & Deb Nelson     April Jaenisch, Summer Kabisch, 

        Greta Meyer, Emersen Tatge 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 

him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 

times.  Please call… 

The July, August, and September Noisy Offering will be going to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Generous Reflections: Because God has so graciously given to us, we 
give generously and cheerfully. 
 
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might 
become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel lutheran church of clara cIty 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               

PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 

Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 

Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 

Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored anonymously. 

  

Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 
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th

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgement on one 
another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We 
keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 
has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + 
Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.  
Amen. 
 

HYMN:                                     DEAREST JESUS AT YOUR WORD          SONG LEADERS 

1. Dearest Jesus, at your word we have come again to hear you. Let our thought and hearts be 
stirred, and in glowing faith be near you. As the promises here given; draw us wholly up to 
heaven.  

 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded; till your Spirit breaks 
the night, filling us with light unclouded. All good thoughts and all good living, come but by 
your gracious giving.  

 

3. Radiance of God’s glory bright, Light of Light from God proceeding. Jesus send your blessed 
light. Help our hearing, speaking, heeding; that our prayers and songs may please you, as 
with grateful hearts we praise you.  

 

4. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration! Grant us what we need the most, 
all your gospel’s consolation. While we here on earth await you, till in heaven with praise we 
greet you.   

 

GREETING                                                                                                     SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                     SONG LEADERS 

(Refrain) Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way. Kyrie eleison, every day.  
 

1. For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, 
for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 
 

2. That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live 

out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
 

3. For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, 
for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 

4. For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish 
our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain)  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:                                       SHOUT TO THE LORD               SONG LEADERS 

 My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. All of my days I want to praise the 
wonders of your mighty love. My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; let every breath, 
all that I am never cease to worship you.  
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King. Mountains 
bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.  

(Repeat 1x) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.  Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   
 

FIRST READING:  EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32 

 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb 
about the land of Israel: “‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 “As 
surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For 
everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is 
the one who will die. 
 25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it 
not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits sin, 
they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person 
turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does what is just and right, they will save 
their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have committed and turn away from them, 
that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not 
just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 30 “Therefore, you 
Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all 
the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of 
Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

PSALM 25:1-9 



 1 In you, LORD my God, I put my trust. 2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let 
my enemies triumph over me. 3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will 
come on those who are treacherous without cause. 4 Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day 
long. 6 Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 7 Do not remember the 
sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you, LORD, are 
good. 8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 9 He guides the 
humble in what is right and teaches them his way. 
 

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 
 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, 
but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.  The 
word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    SONG LEADERS 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia, 
alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:23-32 

 23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 
gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it 
from heaven, or of human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are 
afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The 

first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even 
after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.  The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O 
Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                               LORD IN LOVE                          SONG LEADERS 

1. Lord whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need; who upon the cross 
forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed. We your servants bring the worship not of voice 
alone but heart; consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.  
 

2. Still your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread; still the captives long for 
freedom, still in grief we mourn our dead. As you Lord in deep compassion healed the sick 
and freed the soul; by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.  

 

3. As we worship grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light; in its height and depth and 
greatness dawns upon our quickened sight; making known the needs and burdens your 
compassion bids us bear; stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.  

 

4. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go; to the child, the youth, the 
aged, love in living deeds to slow; hope and health, good-will and comfort; counsel, aid, and 
peace we give; that your servants, Lord, in freedom, may our mercy know and live.  

 

NICENE CREED                                                                                       SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who have spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sin. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                    SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                          SPOKEN BY PASTOR 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

 The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy, the 
Lord look upon you in favor and give you peace; in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.   
 

SENDING HYMN:                                O CHRIST YOUR HEART                    SONG LEADERS 

1. O Christ your heart compassionate, bore every human pain. Its beating was the pulse of God, 
its breadth God’s vast domain. The heart of God, the heart of Christ combined in perfect 
rhyme; to write God’s love in human deeds, eternity in time.  
 

2. As once you welcomed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind; so may all bruised and 
broken lives through us your help still find. Lord join our hearts with those who weep that 
none may weep alone; and help us bear another’s pain as though it were our own.  

 

3. O Christ create new hearts in us that beat in time with yours; that joined by faith with your 
great heart become love’s open doors. We are your body risen Christ; our hearts, our hands 
we yield, that through our life and ministry your love may be revealed.  

 

4. O Love that made the distant stars yet marks the sparrows fall; whose arms stretched wide 
upon a cross embrace and bear us all. Come make your church a servant church that walks 
your servant ways; whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sacrifice of praise!  

 

DISMISSAL:  Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. OK, WE WILL! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

* Church Office Hours for the month of October and into November * 

Monday – Thursday 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call Pastor Joel on his cell phone at 952-807-3330 or you 

may call and leave a message on the secretary’s phone at 320-847-2138. 

 

Our next community meal is next Sunday, October 4th serving from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

On the menu: Goulash hotdish, Bun, Corn and Dessert.  We will again be serving to go 

orders in the church alley way.  To sign up, call the church office at 847-2138 or on 

the church’s Facebook page.  All are Welcome!! 

 

 

TODAY!  Everyone is invited to a drive-by celebration for Pastor Joyce at St. John’s Lutheran 

Church in Raymond from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Pastor Joyce is retiring after serving 10+ years at St. 
John’s   
 

Raymond United Methodist Women Fall Fundraiser.  This year because of the pandemic, we will 
not be holding our usual Fall Bazaar.  Instead, we are taking orders for Lefse and Broccoli Cheese 

Soup, Chili and Beef Stew.  Lefse $5 for a package of three rounds.  Soups $3 for a 16 oz. container.  
Call Kim @ 320-295-6510, Char @ 320-967-4184 or 320-444-4915, or Kay @ 320-894-3664 to 
place your order.  Orders MUST be in by October 1.  Pick up will be Saturday, November 7 from 
9:00 a.m. to noon.  
 

God’s Work Our Hands 

Because of COVID-19, we are unable to do our annual Food for Kidz pack day.  But your hard-
working hands and generous hearts are still needed! 
Here are two ways to make a difference: 

• Fall clean-up for folks who need assistance: raking leaves, trimming shrubs, gutters, 
windows, etc. 

• Pen-pal Partners with Clara City Care Center residents: communicate via notes, cards, kid’s 
drawings, phone calls, or video chats. This is a very lonely time for many residents with few 
visits and limited social activities. Share a smile!  (2 contacts/month and 6 month 
commitment suggested) 

Individuals and families are encouraged to consider either or both opportunities.  After deciding how 
you want to be involved, please contact Michelle at the church office. 847-2138  Questions? Call or 
text Laine Rieger 894-6649 or rieger4444@gmail. 
 
MAMLN (Montevideo Area Memory Loss Network) is excited to partner with the Alzheimer’s 
Association to hose a one hour VIRTUAL fall event on Thursday, October 8 beginning at 11 a.m.  
The event is free, however pre-registration is required.  To register please call 1-800-272-3900.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Lori Petersen at 320-226-2343. 
 
Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers are 
available to have a friendly chat!  The Conversational Phone Line for Seniors and Persons with 
Disabilities is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  1-866-777-0250. CarrisHealth 
CentraCare with support from the Willmar Area Community Foundation. 
 

The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third Monday of 
every month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, we have been meeting 
virtually every Monday via ZOOM platform.  Anyone who is affected by Parkinson’s Disease, or 
would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend our virtual meetings!  To learn more about this 
group and/or obtain log in information, please contact Lori Petersen at 320-321-8241 or 320-226-
2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored by CCM Health in Montevideo. 


