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Council Meeting Minutes 

June 9, 2019 

 

Attending: Josh VanDerPol; Kathy Fritz; Ross Pederson; Gary Meyer; Pastor Joel; Sandy Scanlon; 

LuAnn Kruger 

Absent: Robbie Dirksen; Tammy Jaenisch; Duane Jaenisch 

Other Present: Harlan Broers 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Josh VanDerPol at 10:30 a.m. 

Devotions and prayer were led by Pastor Joel.  Joel reiterated John 14 from today’s gospel and asked 

‘Where do you see God?’.  Pastor Joel pointed out how he sees God in our small community – Clara City.  

People often think of the small town as dying areas.  C.C. has new life in the building of new streets, a 

new store, a new pool, in the youth of our church and community, in the meal packing done for Food 4 

Kidz, in the community meals.  In all these things, God is present.  God is not only found in the walls of a 

magnificent building, but the Spirit is blowing and pushing us to intentionally meet people where they are 

at in their lives. 

 

Agenda: Several items were put on the agenda.  Council then M/S/P to accept the agenda with no further 

changes. 

 

Reports:  
Secretary Report: Minutes were written by Kathy Fritz last month.  Council M/S/P with no discussion. 

 

Treasurer Report: Designated funds in the checking account include $506.56 for Bible Campers from 

noisy offering.  Harlan did make a partial payment to the camp.  Total amount in checking account is 

$21,758.85.  Treasurer’s report was then M/S/P. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Media Committee: New media desk has been built and installed.  Electrical work has been updated.  

Some issues remain with live streaming of the worship service on Facebook.  Media committee still 

working on that issue. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor attending his Rural Fellowship meeting and no report was available. 

 

Old Business:  

--An anonymous donor who has already offered to replace pew cushions and routinely donates to support 

the church’s mission, has offered more.  That person would like to replace the chairs by the altar, repair 

plaster in the sanctuary, replace the flag stands, and potentially repave the parking lot.  Because of the 

extent of the repairs necessary to the parking, Harlan will explain the repairs suggested by previous 

bidders to the donor.  The council discussed and M/S/P to accept the generosity of the donor. 

 

New Business: 

--Gary spoke about the Synod assembly just held.  The assembly was based on Joshua 1:9, ‘Everyday 

Spirituality’.  The assembly voted and passed a resolution on the method of selecting and electing a new 

bishop in 2020.  The 2020-2021 budget for the Synod was passed.  The future of the Synod was 

discussed.  A congregational vitality survey was completed by members at the Synod to assist 

congregations in determining the perceptions they have of their church meeting their mission statement. 

--Pastor Joel will contact the Synod or other congregations to see about obtaining a treasurer’s job 

description.  The most recent one available here at Immanuel was revised in 2018.  Further discussion 

was tabled until other descriptions are obtained.  Council will review when others have been obtained. 



--The Crisis fund has not been used for well over a year.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to 

send a $1000 donation to assist Aric and Aftan Koenen with the recent loss of their home. 

--Pastor Joel made a motion to return the council meetings to Monday evenings.  It has still been difficult 

to get all council members at the same time.  After discussion, it was suggested that the time be bumped 

up to 7:30 p.m.  Committee meetings rarely occur on the council meeting nights.  A second to the motion 

was obtained and vote passed moving the meetings back to the second Monday of each month starting at 

7:30 p.m.  It was also discussed, M/S/P to skip a July meeting. 

--Monthly, council members should offer agenda items via email prior to council meetings. 

--Council M/S/P to give noisy offering in July, August, September to Food 4 Kidz. 

 

Council M/S/P to adjourn at 11:50 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, LuAnn Kruger 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 

June 9, 2019 (May 12
th

 to June 9th) 

 

Pastoral Acts 

 40 pastoral visits; presided at 2 funerals: Carla Bond & Richard Abel; presided at 2 baptism: 

Micah Goedgedrag & Levi Johnson; presided at 1 wedding: Austin & Amber Hilbrands. 

 

Worship 

 Led mid-week worship @ CCCC on 5/16 & 6/6 

 Communion service scheduled for 6/4 rescheduled to 6/11 

 

Education/Youth & Family 

 Led WELCA Bible Study on  6/5 

 VBS is set for July 28
th
 to Aug. 1

st
.  Curriculum from ELCA World Hunger “Who is my 

neighbor.”  Anyone who would like to volunteer to help in any way contact Kathy Fritz. 

 

Mission & Outreach 

 Community meal tonight June 9
th
: pulled pork, baked beans, coleslaw, chips, and dessert 

 Prairie Fest worship in the park on July 14
th
.  Ecumenical service at 11 am followed by 

community meal. 

 

Wider Church 

 Synod Assembly June 7
th
 & 8

th
 in Redwood Falls.  Gary & I attended 

 

Pastoral Care 

 Taking vacation June 29
th
 & 30

th
 to attend the retirement of my mentor who confirmed me in 

Chicago. 

 Final meeting of rural fellowship in Collegeville is Monday July 8t through Wednesday July 10
th
 

 Will be on vacation July 29
th
 through August 2

nd
. 

 

 

 

 



Dearest Friends in Christ,  

In a few days we will celebrate the 243
rd

 anniversary of our country’s independence.  

Now as we celebrate this event I would like to ask you a question.  Who is the freest person in 

the world?   Now I think many of us would say it would be us, the American citizen.  We have so 

many freedoms, that we can do just about anything as long as it doesn’t break the law.  Think 

about it, we have: freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom to bear 

arms, freedom to assemble, the right to equal justice, the right to own private property and the 

list goes on and on.   

 However, I believe the answer isn’t Americans.  Rather it is Christians, it is you and I.  

Now, some people might say that Christians are not free, that we have to live by a certain set of 

laws and do the right things to make God happy or to get to heaven.  However, that is not the 

case.  We do not have to do anything for our salvation, there are no points to earn or score sheet 

in heaven to see if we have done enough.  In fact when it comes to our salvation we find that we 

are powerless.  The apostle Paul in Romans chapter three tells us that we cannot earn our way 

into heaven, that “All have sinned fallen short of the glory of God.”  Later in Romans chapter six 

Paul would put it this way, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.”  There 

is nothing we can do for our salvation because we are sinners…but and I mean but. God in his 

mercy has given us freedom!  He has redeemed us! 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through his life, death, and resurrection has given us 

freedom from sin, death, the devil, and those forces that seek to keep us from God so that we 

might have live with him both now and forever. Because of his work and love shown through his 

life, crucifixion, and resurrection we are free; free from sin, death, and the devil and will live 

eternally. Luther would put it this way in his explanation to the 2
nd

 article of the creed; “We 

believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 

of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased 

and delivered me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or 

silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death, in order that I 

may be wholly His own, and live under him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to 

all eternity.  This is most certainly true.” There is nothing we can do or that we have to do. Dead 

in sin, through Christ we have freedom!  Dead in sin, through Christ we know live as God’s 

chosen and beloved! 

And just as we have our freedoms in this country such as the right to bear arms, free 

speech and many others, we as Christians have been freed by God to be his own and to be who 

we are created to be.  We remember God’s original command to Adam and Eve as he called 

them to be fruitful and multiply, and to be stewards, partners with God in caring for all of 

creation.  We are freed from all that separates us from relationship with God, and we are freed to 

care for God’s creation and the world around us.   

 



Martin Luther would write in The Freedom of a Christian, “We are perfectly free lords of 

all subject to none, and yet at the same time dutiful servants of all, subject to all.”  This is the 

freedom God has given us as he has rescued us from sin; called and claimed us as his own for all 

eternity.  This is the freedom that God has given us as he sends us as his beloved people into the 

world so that others might know the love of God.  We are freed from all that separates us from 

relationship with God, and we are freed to join in God’s mission for all of his creation! 

 My friends as we celebrate our independence day, and give God thanks for all of the 

wonderful liberties that we have; let us also take time daily to give him thanks for the greatest 

independence day that happened two thousand plus years ago in the life, death, and resurrection 

of our savior who has freed us from all that separates us from life with him.  Let us give thanks 

that God has freed us to be who we are called to be; disciples sharing his love and caring for his 

creation.   

 Happy Independence Day,  

   Pastor Joel  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for August, 2019.  The chair person (s) will be 

calling you in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today what 

you can volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble filling the 

few jobs we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled.  

Thanks! 

 

Tribe up for service in August 2019 
 

  Chairperson: Duane & Tania Jaenisch 
 

Ross and Brenda Harms 

Duane and Tania Jaenisch family 

Brenda Kabisch family 

Glen Miller 

Gary and Deb Nelson 

Larry and Jane Niemeyer 

Al and Sharon Satre 

Duane and Michele Shubert family 

Steve Sunderland 

Russell and Pam Zimmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  2019 Offerings collected for the month of June:  $10,137.08 

 

   (plus the offering we receive on Sunday, June 30) 

 

2019 Offerings needed for the month of June:  $20,380.83.00 

 

Date     Attendance     Offering 

 

Sunday, June 2    107      $5,363.08 

Sunday, June 9    88      $1,537.00 

Sunday, June 16   104      $1,427.00 

Sunday, June 23   83      $1,810.00 

Sunday, June 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 

 

Dwight and Jan Mulder 42 years on July 22 

 

Larry and Janet Bosch 39 years on July 26 

 

Tom and Dawn Anderson 33 years on July 19 

 

Josh and Cindy VanDerPol 26 years on July 17 

 

Brian and Ronda Kimpling 25 years on July 9 

 

Bruce and Dianna Ellingson 13 years on July 29 

 

John and Kathy Fritz 7 years on July 7 

 

Travis and Marissa Jaenisch 2 years on July 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Helper Schedule for the Month of July 
(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

  

  

Sunday, July 7:  PowerPoint Operator & Acolyte: Jack Miller 

   Lay Reader: Michele Shubert 

   Communion Set-Up: LuAnn Kruger 

  

Sunday, July 14 : PowerPoint Operator & Acolyte: Hailey Wilkens 

   Lay Reader: Michele Shubert 

   Communion Set-Up: Michele Shubert 

  

Sunday, July 21: PowerPoint Operator & Acolyte: Emersen Tatge 

   Lay Reader: Ken Beyerl 

   Communion Set-Up: Ken and Jan Beyerl 

  

Sunday, July 28: PowerPoint Operator & Acolyte: Jasmine Colby 

   Lay Reader: Duane Dieken 

   Communion Set-Up: Nancy Gosseling 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

The office will be closed on Thursday, July 4
th 

and Monday July 8
th

.  Have a fun and 

safe holiday!! 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for the Community Service in the park on Sunday, July 14
th

 at 11:00 a.m. during 

Clara City Prairie Fest.  Meal to follow.  (We will not be having our regular 9:00 service here). 

 

Mark your calendars for Immanuel’s Vacation Bible School!  July 28 to August 1, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

meal and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. VBS.  Program will be August 1.  If you don’t want to plan but willing to help 

in any way please contact Kathy Fritz at 320-444-1435.  The theme this year is “Who’s My Neighbor” 

 

New London WaterDays Volunteers needed!!!  Volunteer groups needed for our city festival set-up 

and tear-down July 17 – 21.  Please have your group leader message the New London Waterdays 

Facebook page. 

 

Reminder as you start your spring cleaning, after garage sales or any time, there is a collection box 

for Soles for Souls box in the narthex.  We take any kind, any condition of shoes, and any size.  We 

even collect SINGLE shoes.  Only thing we do not take are flip flops. 

 

****Reminder:  If you have a change in address or phone number (home and cell) please remember to 

call the church office at 320-847-2138. 

 


