
.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
HAPPENINGS FOR THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL (September 6 - 13) 

 Monday ~ Office Closed  
 Wednesday ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation  
 Sunday ~ 9:00 a.m. Worship with Communion  
    5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Community Meal 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   TODAY (September 6)     NEXT SUNDAY (September 13) 
Acolyte:  Jase Dirksen      Callie Jaenisch 
PowerPoint: Breanna Dirksen     Maggie Jaenisch 
Lay Reader: Laurie Dieken     Annette Rosen 
Ushers: Larry & Jane Niemeyer     Duane & Mia Shubert  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 Reminder: If you’d like Pastor Joel to visit you or your family member, you just need to let 
him or the church office know.  We are always available for you in bad times, good times, anxious 
times.  Please call… 

The July, August, and September Noisy Offering will be going to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

Generous Reflections: People can always grow in what they know about 
Christ and what they can do for him and the church. 
 
“And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and 
may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church                   Rev. Joel Gueningsman               
PO Box 236 ~ 204 NE 2nd Avenue        Pr. Joel’s Cell Phone: (952) 807-3330 or 847-3449 (home) 
Clara City, MN 56222                 Pr. Joel’s email: jgueningsman001@luthersem.edu 
Church’s email: ilc236@hcinet.net              Custodian Tim Sabe (320) 212-5773 
Office Fax (320) 847-2120                           Secretary Michelle Jaenisch @ Office (320) 847-2138                                           

Immanuel’s WEBSITE:  www.ilc-ClaraCity.org 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
   This morning’s Radio Broadcast has been sponsored by Daryl Niemeyer in honor of his 70th 
birthday. 
  

 
Worship services are now broadcast over Cable Channel 8 and 117.2, FM radio 93.9, and AM 

1460 or view the livestream of the service at Immanuel Lutheran’s facebook page. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
Tri-Community AA Meetings will be held every Sunday evening at 7 p.m. in our Upper Parish Hall 

Conference Room. Contact Todd Osthus (320) 212-8676 for more information. 
 



SEPTEMBER 6, 2020                                                              14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  SPOKEN BY PASTOR  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgement on one 
another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We 
keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us 
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 
has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of + 
Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.  
Amen. 
 

HYMN:                             COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING      SONG LEADERS 
1. Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never 

ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with 
joy and love, teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove.  

 

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer: “Hither by thy help I’ve come”; and I hope by thy good pleasure 
safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.  

 

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be; let that grace now like a fetter 
bind my wandering heart to thee. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I 
love. Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  

 

GREETING                                                                                                     SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
 

KRYIE:                                                                                                            SONG LEADERS 
1. Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear your living word; it 

saves us from despair.  
 

2. Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. Pour out your grace and make us whole 
that new life may begin.  

 

3. Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your saving power; 
create in us new hearts!  

 
 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST:                                                                                              SONG LEADERS 
1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; ten thousand thousand are 

their tongues, but all their joys are one.  
 

2. “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “To be exalted thus!” “Worthy the Lamb”, our lips 
reply, “For he was slain for us!” 

 

3. Jesus is worthy to receive: honor and power divine; and blessings more than we can give be 
Lord forever thine.  

 

4. Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name; of God who sits upon the throne and to 
adore the Lamb.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.  Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 

FIRST READING:  EZEKIEL 33:7-11 
 7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak 
and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely 
die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die for their 
sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn 
from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 
10 “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us 
down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely 
as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that 
they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of 
Israel?’  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 119:33-40 
 33 Teach me, LORD, the way of your decrees, that I may follow it to the end. 34 Give me 
understanding, so that I may keep your law and obey it with all my heart. 35 Direct me in the path of 
your commands, for there I find delight. 36 Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish 
gain. 37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. 38 Fulfill 
your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared. 39 Take away the disgrace I dread, for your 
laws are good. 40 How I long for your precepts! In your righteousness preserve my life. 
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:8-14 
 8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever 
loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall 
not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may 
be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a 
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 11 And do this, understanding the present time: 
The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer 



now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 
the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not 
in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and 
jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to 
gratify the desires of the flesh.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                                                    SONG LEADERS 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving Word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak 
until are hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord we sing, for the good news that you bring.  
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 18:15-20 
 15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If 
they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, 
so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still 
refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you 
would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 “Again, truly I tell you that if 
two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in 
heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                 FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE    SONG LEADERS 
1. Forgive our sins as we forgive, you taught us, Lord, to pray; but you alone can grant us grace 

to live the words we say.  
 

2. How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart; that broods on wrongs and will 
not let old bitterness depart? 

 

3. In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew; how trifling others’ debts to us, 
how great our debt to you! 

 

4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease; then by your mercy 
reconciled, our lives will spread your peace.  

 

APOSTLES CREED                                                                                         SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                    SPOKEN BY PASTOR 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/LORD’S PRAYER                                          SPOKEN BY PASTOR 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life.  Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN:                                                 WE ARE CALLED                                 SONG LEADERS 
1. Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! We are called to be light 

for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. We are called to act with justice, 
we are called to love tenderly; we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.  

 

2. Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! We are called to be hope for 
the hopeless so hatred and blindness will be no more. We are called to act with justice, we are 
called to love tenderly; we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

3. Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will reign, and we’ll 
walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. We are called to act with justice, 
we are called to love tenderly; we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

DISMISSAL:   
Go in peace.  Proclaim the good news. OK, WE WILL! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

If you are interested in teaching or helping with Sunday school, or are interested in 
being a small group/mentor for confirmation please give me a call in the office.
 Pastor Joel 
 
 

 
 

Our Next Community Meal is next Sunday, September 13th serving from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.  We 
will again be serving to go orders in the church alley way.  To sign up, call the church office at 847-
2138 or on the church’s Facebook page.  On the menu: To be determined 
 

Bethany Reformed Church will be having their Annual Fall Benefit Supper on Wednesday, 
September 9th from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Take-out Turkey Dinner…drive thru the alley to pick up your 
meals.  All proceeds will go towards the Clara City Ambulance, Clara City Fire Department & Clara 
City Aquatic Center. 
 
Join us Thursday, September 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Almich’s Market for 
Hamburgers, Hot dogs, chips and water.  Free Will donations accepted.  Funds go for CC Lions 
Community Projects. 



The Friesen Historical Society invites the public to a Community Picnic and Flag Retirement 
Ceremony on Saturday, September 12 at the Friesen Historical site, 1 ¼ miles north of Bunde.  A 
picnic meal will be served starting at 5 pm, free-will donation.  View the gardens and tour the house.  
The Flag Retirement Ceremony will follow at 6:15 pm.  Veterans are welcome to participate.  This 
ceremony is a humble and inspiring ceremony to retire worn and damaged American Flags.  Please 
bring your own lawn chair.  Social distancing is encouraged. 
 
Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers are 
available to have a friendly chat!  The Conversational Phone Line for Seniors and Persons with 
Disabilities is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  1-866-777-0250. CarrisHealth 
CentraCare with support from the Willmar Area Community Foundation. 
 
The Parkinson’s Support and Education group continues to meet the first and third Monday of 
every month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  Because of COVID and social distancing, we have been meeting 
virtually every Monday via ZOOM platform.  Anyone who is affected by Parkinson’s Disease, or 
would just like to learn more, is encouraged to attend our virtual meetings!  To learn more about this 
group and/or obtain log in information, please contact Lori Petersen at 320-321-8241 or 320-226-
2343.  This support group is free and is sponsored by CCM Health in Montevideo. 
 


