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Dear Friends in Christ,  

 I always enjoy the way the apostle Paul begins his letters in the New Testament.  After the initial 
greeting, Paul in one way or another gives thanks to God for the churches to which he is writing.  As we 
enter the month of May we find there are also a lot of things for which we can give thanks to God for.  

 Winter has passed, and spring is here. Thanks be to God!  The grass is getting greener, we are 
preparing to plant gardens and flowers, and the farmers are busy planting.  It is always amazing to see 
the changing of the seasons and to see how God brings life back to that which was dormant.  An old 
hymn says it well, “For the beauty of creation, thanks be to God.  For these gifts to every nation, thanks 
be to God.  For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, future needs in earth’s 
safe keeping, thanks be to God.”  As a side note I also give thanks to God because it is finally warm 
enough to get the kids outside so they stop messing up the house.   

 Still there are other things this month for which we can give thanks to God for.  On May 2nd, we 
will celebrate the end of our program year with an outdoor party as we give thanks to God for all we 
have learned in Sunday school, Confirmation, & Bible study. On May 9th we as a congregation will 
celebrate Senior Recognition Sunday as we give thanks to God for the life of our young adults as they 
have completed one part of their life journey and begin another.  Also on May 9th we will give thanks to 
God as we celebrate the blessings we have been given in our mothers, grandmothers, and other women 
who have had and who do have a profound impact on our lives.  Then on May 31st we will celebrate 
Memorial Day.  We will stop and give thanks to God for the men and women who have served our 
country.  We will give thanks to God for these men and women who have protected us, defended us, 
and in some cases have laid down their lives so that others may live free from tyranny and injustice.  
And I am sure there will be other moments in your life this month where we will all give thanks to God.  

 As we travel through this month of May there are many things to be thankful for.  There is one 
more reason that I would like to add.  As a church we continue to move through the season of Easter.  
According to our secular calendar Easter is only one day.  However, the season of Easter begins on 
Easter Sunday and runs for 50 days until Pentecost.  During this season as we gather, we will continue to 
hear the good news of the resurrection.  We will hear that Christ has risen, he has risen indeed!  Amidst 
the fears of this life, amidst the trials, amidst the presence of sickness and death; we will hear the good 
news that Christ has conquered all that seeks to separate us from life with him both now and forever.  
The message of the Empty tomb resounds throughout these 50 days that Christ has arisen, is present 
with us, and has promised to go before us into the joys and sorrows of this life.  And he does so with the 
promise that nothing in all of creation will separate us from his love.   

My Friends, there is a lot to be thankful about in the month of May.  As we journey through 
these 50 days of Easter and as we celebrate these different events, let us all take a moment to give 
thanks to God for the blessings that he has given us.    

In Christ,  

                Pastor Joel  

 
 
 



Council Meeting Minutes 
April 12, 2021 

 
Attending:  Duane Jaenisch; Gary Meyer; Jim Jaenisch; Pastor Joel; Harold Goedgedrag; Michele 
Shubert; Isaac Gosseling; Josh VanDerPol; LuAnn Kruger; Pastor Kelly France “via zoom” 
Endowment committee: Murlaine Rieger; Tammy Jaenisch; Ben Peterson; Myron Bluhm 
Absent:  Ross Pederson 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Devotions:  John 20:19-31 Evening of Easter Jesus made his presence to the disciples.  As Thomas came 
later and did not believe the disciples had a visit with Jesus.  As Jesus came later and told Thomas to 
touch him and feel his crucifixion wounds. Jesus said to Thomas you believe because you have seen, but 
those who believe without seeing are blessed. 
 
Prayer was led by President Gary Meyer 
 
Review of Agenda: 
-Secretary’s Report: M/S/P 
-Treasurer’s Report: Checking $48,953.91; Savings $115,238.65.  Duane Jaenisch has temporarily taken 
the role as Treasurer.  M/S/P  
 
Committee Reports: 
-Congregational Life has a stingers game scheduled for June 9 at $13 cost to the congregation member 
and 50 tickets are available. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  See attached 
 
Old Business: 
-Discussion was held for church signs and need to get a good picture of church for DC signs to make the 
sign.  Josh, Gary and Harold will achieve a picture from Steffanie Janssen. 
 
New Business: 
-Discussion was held for April, May, and June Noisy offering.  M/S/P to designate to Companions Synod 
to South Africa. 
-Discussion was held for the Treasurer’s position.  Duane Jaenisch expressed he would take on the 
position regarding he would like to relieve his other council duties.  M/S/P for Duane Jaenisch to be 
church treasurer with no salary at this present time. 
-Discussion was held for church gutters and painting exterior around windows in alley.  Isaac will look 
into it with the Building Committee. 
-Funding for senior after prom, M/S/P to donate $150.00 to the senior after prom. 
-Gary will talk to endowment committee for donating for gifts of grace in honor of Bishop John 
Anderson’s 18 years of service. 
-Synod Assembly discussion was held. 
-Discussion was held for putting up a picture of Pastor Joel on the wall with the other pastors in the 
fellowship hall in basement. 
-Mission statement was tabled until next meeting. 
 
M/S/P to adjourn meeting at 9:00 p.m.    Respectfully Submitted, 
         Jim Jaenisch 
 



 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Council/Endowment Meeting 

April 12, 2021 
 

Attending:  Duane Jaenisch; Gary Meyer; Jim Jaenisch; Pastor Joel; Harold Goedgedrag: Michele 
Shubert; Isaac Gosseling; Josh VanDerPol; LuAnn Kruger 
 
Visitors:  Pastor Kelly France “via zoom” 
 
Visiting Endowment committee members:  Murlaine Rieger; Tammy Jaenisch; Ben Peterson; Myron 
Bluhm 
 
Absent:  Ross Pederson 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Devotions:  John 20:19-31 The evening of Easter Jesus made his presence to the disciples.  They all 
embraced his presence as he showed the wounds from the crucifixion.  And Jesus came another time to 
tell Thomas the Doubter of the 1st visit it is true of Jesus being alive.  Jesus told Thomas you believe 
because you have seen, but those who believe without seeing are blessed. 
 
Prayer led by Gary Meyer. 
 
Pastor Kelly France presented his information to the council and endowment committee.  After the 
presentation council went on to regular meeting and the endowment discussed on their own without 
council. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Thank God for Mother’s Love—Anonymous 
 A mother’s patience of a saint could only be by the hand of God. 
 
 There is no love, like a mother’s love, 
 no stronger bond on earth… 
 like the precious bond that comes from God, 
 to a mother, when she gives birth. 
 A mother’s love is forever strong,  
 never changing for all time… 
 and when her children need her most, 
 a mother’s love will shine. 
 God bless these special mothers, 
 God bless them every one… 
 for all the tears and heartache, 
 and for the special work they’ve done. 
 When her days on earth are over, 
 a mother’s love lives on… 
 through many generations, 
 with God’s blessings on each one. 
 Be thankful for our mothers, 
 for they love with a higher love… 
 from the power God has given, 



Pastor’s Report to Church Council                 Rev. Joel Gueningsman 
April 12, 2021 (Mar. 9-April 12th) 

 
Pastoral Acts 

 67 in person/phone pastoral visits, presided at two funerals: Jax Jaenisch & James Brown, 
presided at two baptisms: Aunders Gunnar Rundquist & Laynie Rae Schmidt. 

 
Worship 

 Worship continues with guidelines from CDC/MNDH 
 Daily devotions posted daily on Immanuel Lutheran Facebook page 
 Holy Week Highlights 

 -Maundy Thursday with three First Communion students. 
 -Good Friday 
  -Stations of the cross at noon 
  -Traditional Good Friday worship at 7pm 
 -Easter Vigil at 7pm 
  -Presided at the Baptism of Pr. Eric & Rachel Rundquist’s son’s baptism. 
 -Easter Sunday 
  -Sunrise at 6:30am & 9am 
 

Education/Youth & Family 
 WELCA Bible Study @ PPP still on hold due to coronavirus 
 Confirmation resumed class following Lent & Holy week. 

 -4 more classes and then a final paper. 
 Sunday school planning on year end celebration Sunday May 9th. 

 
Mission & Outreach 

 Continuing as Chaplain at the Care Center on Wednesday afternoons. 
 April community meal moved to the second Sunday of April as Easter was first weekend.  On the 

menu: pancakes, eggs, sausage & fruit. 
 
Wider Church 

 Synod Assembly June 6, 11 & 12, 2021 
 -Via zoom 
 -Pre-identified Candidates bios released to voting delegates on April 8th. 
  -https://swmnelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/PreIdentifiedPastors2021.pdf 
 

Continuing Education/Pastoral Self-Care 
 Lake Institute on Faith & Giving; Executive Certificate in Religious Fundraising Aug. 3rd-

September 28th.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Women of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

This letter comes to you in the hopes of bringing back women within our church, committed to trying to 
bring back fellowship as much as the fluid pandemic guidelines allow. 

Over the past year, we have each had to find our own paths in COVID life as well as church life.  We all 
had to “punt” for lack of a better word. 

As more and more Minnesotans are vaccinated, I feel a time will soon come where we can be together 
for fellowship events.  Over the past few months, quilters have met, the community meal group met and 
now the pews are beginning to fill up. 

In the bigger picture, the women of the church have not had group Bible studies or been able to raise 
funds to disperse to recipients in the area as in the past. 

In the near future, I hope that I can keep in touch with you through the newsletter.  In the meantime, 
however, I would like you all to take a little time and think about how the women and their activities 
might look. Whether it be the same, different, or new, I would love to hear ideas, thoughts and insights 
as we begin to blossom into a healthier new season. 

Please call me, text me, email me, or write me with ideas and needs or wants that you see should be 
met. I will make lists and share them with you by way of the newsletter until we can all meet in person. 

Thank you, 

Ann Hovda (Serving chair for WELCA) of Immanuel Lutheran Church 

annieb52@hcinet.net 

320-841-0144 

Box 147 

Clara City, MN   56222 

 
 



Below we have printed the tribe’s membership for June, 2021.  The chair person (s) will be calling you 
in the near future asking you to help serve Immanuel in some way.  Start thinking today what you can 

volunteer to help with…oh, and please say yes!  We have been having a lot of trouble filling the few jobs 
we need help with each Sunday and if everyone takes one job, the ‘needs’ list would be filled.  Thanks! 

 
Tribe up for service in June 2021 

 
  Chairperson:  Mike and Cheryl Colby 
 
Tom and Dawn Anderson 
Jerry Bond 
Mike and Cheryl Colby family 
Wendell and Kelli Kienitz 
Brian and Ronda Kimpling 
Malinda Klaassen family 
Orville Meints 
Dwight and Jan Mulder 
Lou Palmer 
Bruce and Carol Soine 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 2021 Offerings collected for the month of April:  $8,735.00 
     
Date           Offering 
Maundy Thursday, April 1        $315.00 
Good Friday, April 2         $315.00 
Easter Sunday, April 4 (both services)       $4,445.00 
Sunday, April 11         $1,740.00 
Sunday, April 18         $1,100.00 
Sunday, April 25         $820.00 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
God’s blessings to these couples on their special days: 
 
Harlan and Rita Broers 63 years on May 26 
Curt and Diane Meints 42 years on May 19 
Joe and Sandy Scanlon 35 years on May 17 
Steve and Julie Aalfs 34 years on May 2 
Mark and Linnae Rothmeier 32 years on May 6 
Ed and Alice Jaenisch 32 years on May 13 
Terry and Jane Miller 29 years on May 2 
Steve and Michelle Kleene 28 years on May 29 
Gerald and Karen Kleene 23 years on May 29 
Ken and Jan Beyerl 7 years on May 17 

 



Worship Assistants for the Month of May 
(Please find a replacement if you are not able to attend on your Sunday assigned) 

 
Sunday, May 2:  PowerPoint Operator:  Peyton Schlaagel 
    Acolyte:  Sawyer Janssen 
    Lay Reader:  Daryl Niemeyer 
 
Sunday, May 9:  PowerPoint Operator:  Breanna Dirksen 
    Acolyte:  Summer Kabisch 
    Lay Reader:  Gary Meyer   
 
Sunday, May 16:  PowerPoint Operator:  Maggie Jaenisch 
    Acolyte:  Greta Meyer 
    Lay Reader:  Laurie Dieken 
 
Sunday, May 23:  PowerPoint Operator:  Brielle Janssen 
    Acolyte:  Jack Miller 
    Lay Reader:  Murlaine Rieger 
 
Sunday, May 30:  PowerPoint Operator:  Sam Miller 
    Acolyte:  Domonic Neville 
    Lay Reader:  Cindy Meyer 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Our next Community meal is Sunday, May 2nd serving from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.  On the 
menu: scalloped potatoes and ham, vegetables and dessert.  We will be serving to go orders 
in the church alley way.   Please comment on the Church’s Facebook page or call the office 
at 320-847-2138 with the number of meals you are wanting. 

 
Get ready for the MACCRAY 2180 Foundation 13th annual fundraiser!  This year we will be doing an 
online auction with the help of Zielsdorf Auction.  Over 100 items and packages will be available to bid 
on starting on April 25th and run through May 5th.  Follow the MACCRAY 2180 Foundation Facebook 
page or check out www.zielsdorfauction.com for more info.  But that’s not all!  We will also be hosting a 
free will donation drive through cheeseburger meal on Friday, May 7th, from 5-7 p.m.  The meal will be at 
the MACCRAY high school in Clara City.  To date, the MACCRYA 2180 Foundation has provided 
about $130,000 to enhance the educational extracurricular opportunities of the MACCRAY students.   
 
The Congregational Life Committee are planning their annual Stingers Event this summer.  It will be 
held on Wednesday, June 9th, 2021.  The tickets will be $13.00 (the 
committee is covering the rest) which includes the pregame picnic from 
6:05 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with all the brats, hot dogs, burgers, chips, pop and 
water you would like as well as discounted beer prices; PLUS a game 
ticket.  What a fantastic deal…semi-pro baseball game and supper for $13!  
There is a sign-up sheet in the church office.  You MUST pay when you 
sign up.  You may give your money or sign up as well with any of the committee members: Carissa 
Pederson, Cindy VanDerPol, Sara Sabe or Michele Shubert.  If you have any questions, please call 
Michele Shubert at 320-212-1230 
 
 



Sunday, May 9th is Senior Recognition Sunday here at Immanuel.  We will be recognizing the hard 
work of our graduation seniors during the worship service and at a reception in their honor in the 

Fellowship Hall after worship.  Cake and beverages will be furnished.   
 

Graduation Class of 2021 

 

Morgan Essendrup, daughter of Jim and LeAnn Essendrup 

Brady Kienitz, son of Wendell and Kelli Kienitz 

Johnathan Kruger, son of LuAnn Kruger 

Emma Rand, daughter of Keith and Sarah Rand 

Ashlyn Schmidt, daughter of Michael and Bobbie Schmidt 

McKenzie Sweep, daughter of Duane Sweep and the late Judy Kruse 

Kennedy Tatge, daughter of Malinda Klaassen 

 

 I hope your dreams take you… 
  to the corners of your smiles,  
  to the highest of your hopes, 
  to the windows of your opportunities, 
  and to the most special places 
  your heart has ever known.  

 

Congratulations to all ~ God’s blessings to you always! 
 
 
Memorial Day Drive through Dinner, Monday May 31, 2021 from 11:00 am to 1:00 p.m. at the 
Crow River Lutheran Church in Belgrade.  Serving: Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Cole 
Slaw, Vegetables, Dinner Roll and Dessert.  Adults $10.00, 12 and under $5.00.  A Thrivent Project: 
Proceeds will go toward the Bible Camp Scholarships. 
 
The 37th Annual Green Lake Lutheran Ministries Quilt Auction will be held on July 24, 2021 at 
Green Lake Bible Camp!  Enjoy a variety of quilts and handmade items, Silent Auction and fresh 
doughnuts, with a hotdish supper and beachfront concert on Friday, and the auction and a pulled pork 
lunch on Saturday.  Online bidding available as well!  Proceeds from this event support our Annual Fund 
which allows us to provide fun, safe, quality, Christ-centered camping and retreating opportunities for 
people of all ages.  Learn more at www.gllm.org/quilt-auction  
 
New conversational phone line launches for seniors and persons with disabilities that 
are feeling a sense of loneliness during COVID-19 Feeling Lonely?  If you are feeling 
isolated and need to connect with somebody, volunteers (who have been trained) are available 
to have a friendly chat!  The conversational phone line is open 9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m. Monday – 
Friday.  1-866-777-0250 

 
The Green Lake Bible Camp theme for 2021—“Guided by the light.”  Come explore 
how the love and light of God has guided people through joy-filled as well as 
challenging situations in the Bible and TODAY! 
You may pick up a brochure in the office or in back of the church if interested. 


